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ACT ONE
SCENE ONE
FADE | N:
| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY (TEASER)

Nl KOLA AND KATHI ARE OOHI NG AND AWN NG
AS THEY PAGE THROUGH A PI LE COF
CATALOGUES FOR BABY WEAR, TOYS, AND
OTHER | NFANT PARAPHERNALI A.
KATHI
Look at this squeaky bear.

BOTH

NI KOLA
And the Peter Rabbit bib.

BOTH
AW, . .

KATHI
And these tiny little knit booties.

NI KOLA
There’ s probably nothing in this
cat al ogue that doesn’'t make you say
“aww’ .

KATHI
" m having so nmuch fun with these -
( SHUFFLI NG CATALOGUES) this one’'s for
toys, this one’s changing tables, this
one’s stretchies and nappi es.

Everything for the baby.

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
Now al | you need is the baby.

KATHI
We're trying... (PICKING UP MANUAL)
Thi s booklet’s on ovul ation cycles -
how to get ny husband ready at the

sanme tinme ny body is.

NI KOLA FLI PS THROUGH THE MANUAL AND

REACTS.

NI KOLA
(EYEBROAS RAI SING This mght keep him

ready through several cycles.
KATHI
I knowit’s silly to collect these
t hi ngs when I’ m not even pregnant.
But we really want a baby so nuch
NI KOLA
It' Il happen, Kathi. Just keep
doing... (REFERRING TO MANUAL) page
48.

DI SSOLVE TO

( CONTI NUED)



ACT ONE
SCENE _TWO
I NT. HOSITAL - DAY

DR. SCHM DT EMERGES FROM A PATI ENT' S
ROOVI DRS. BORSTEL AND BRUMMEL TAGE NG
BEHI ND.
SCHM DT
He’ s heal ing beautifully.
BRUMVEL
Yes, Herr Doctor. Sonetinmes | wonder
why you don’t photo-exhibit your
sut ures.
SCHM DT
Make a note. (AS THEY WALK) Borstel,
have you relayed ny orders to Nurse
Ni kol a about working on the weekend?

BORSTEL
Yes, Herr Doctor. | told her.

SCHM DT
And she said...?

BORSTEL
“"l'l be there”.

SCHM DT
(DI SAPPO NTED) No protest? No

argument? No nuttering ny nane in

vai n?

BORSTEL
Not hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)



BRUMMEL
Wth all due respect, Doctor, since

Nurse Ni kola didn't get married, she's
been di fferent around you.

BORSTEL
Yes - civil, courteous, even-tenpered.

SCHM DT
Di sgusting, isn't it?

SCHM DT APPROACHES NI KOLA, HI'S M NI ONS
A RAPT AUDI ENCE

SCHM DT (cont’ d)
Good norning, Nurse. Thank you for

giving up your tinme this weekend.

NI KCLA
| don’t m nd.

SCHM DT
(PROVOXI NG All weekend. Forty-eight
hour s.

NI KOLA
They usual ly are.

SCHM DT
Wiile the rest of us are rel axing,
pl ayi ng, having a life.

NI KOLA
( UNFLAPPABLE) Doctor - I'ma

pr of essi onal nurse. W work whenever

we're call ed.

( CONTI NUED)



SCHM DT SPOTS HER COFFEE CUP AND PI CKS
I T UP.

NI KOLA
That’s ny coffee.

SCHM DT
If you don"t mnd... (HE TAKES A SIP)

NI KOLA
Not at all. [It’s fromyesterday - |
had to clean out the nug anyway.
SCHM DT REACTS, SPI TTI NG OQUT COFFEE
DR. PFUND ENTERS THE SCENE AND HURRI ES
TO SCHM DT

PFUND
Excuse me, Herr Doctor. You have a

phone nessage... (HE LOOKS AT N KOLA,
THEN VWHI SPERS SOVETHI NG | NTO SCHM DT’ S
EAR) .

SCHM DT
That’'s all right, Pfund. You can say
it’s from(WTH EMPHASI S) Erik Berg -
the man Nurse Ni kola left at the
altar. |1’msure she doesn’t m nd
know ng that Erik called nme about our
trip this weekend - fishing, canping,
braggi ng about the wonen in our lives
whi |l e she’s busy bei ng professional.
It doesn’t bother you to hear about

Eri k, does it, Nurse?

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
Not at all. But | appreciate your

sensitivity.
SCHM DT
(TESTING Doesn’'t stir pent-up

feelings of any kind?

NI KOLA
Dr. Schmdt, | chose not to marry
Erik. 1t was the right decision.
SCHM DT

I's that why you’ ve been acting
abnor mal ?

NI KOLA
By “abnormal” you nust nean “content,
unt roubl ed, and bal anced”.

SCHM DT
And actually pleasant. Wat happened
to your tart tongue, your acerbic
sarcasm your. .

NI KOLA
Bitchy insol ence?

SCHM DT
(SAVORI NG Ah, bitchy insol ence...

what ever happened to that?

NI KOLA
After the events of ny wedding...

( CONTI NUED)



SCHM DT
( CORRECTI NG Non- weddi ng.

NI KOLA
| realize it’s best if our
rel ati onship remai ns non-personal and
non-enotional. Two respectful
col | eagues who happen to work for the
same organi zation. Good day, Dr.
Schm dt .

SCHM DT
Nurse N kola, wait...

SCHM DT POPS A BON-BON | NTO H S MOUTH,
THEN STI CKS THE WRAPPER | NTO NI KOLA' S
JACKET PCCKET - A SURE-FI RE | RRI TANT

BEFORE.
NI KOLA
(UNFAZED) WIIl that be all, Dr.
Schm dt ?
SCHM DT
Yes.
HE WALKS OFF.

SCHM DT (cont’ d)
She’s driving ne crazy.

BORSTEL
(RUNNING UP TOH'M Dr. Schmidt, you

can stick sonething in ny pocket

anytime you like.

( CONTI NUED)



SCHM DT
That woul dn’t be any fun. You enjoy
it.

DI SSOLVE TGO

( CONTI NUED)



ACT ONE

SCENE THREE

| NT. HOSPI TAL - THE NEXT DAY

THE NURSES STATION IS VERY BUSY -
PHONES BUZZI NG, |.V. DI SPENSERS TO
FILL, LOTS OF TRAFFIC - AND NI KOLA |'S
BY HERSELF TRYI NG TO HANDLE | T ALL.
SHE 1S HARRI ED AND GETTI NG VEXED.

NI KOLA
(I NTO PHONE) Nurses’ station, hold

pl ease... (ANOTHER LI NE) One nonent...
(TO AN ORDERLY) Where’s that gurney?
They can’t drag the patient by his
feet... (ANOTHER LINE) Yes Doctor, |
have that nunber for you right here...

SHE HURRI EDLY SEARCHES FOR HER MESSAGE

PAD, WHICH I S BURI ED UNDER KATHI ' S

STACK OF BABY CATALOGUES.

NI KOLA (cont’ d)
(TO SELF) I1t’s got to be somewhere

bet ween “Lactation Quarterly” and
“Picking Potty Seats”...

Nl KOLA TRIES TO EXTRI CATE I T VH LE

DEALI NG W TH THE PHONE AND A PEN, AND

THE STACK COLLAPSES ONTO THE FLOOR.

NI KOLA (cont’d)
Damm! (THEN, AWARE OF PHONE) | nean

“oops”. Doctor, may | call you back?

Thank you. ..

KATH ENTERS FROM LUNCH W TH A
SHOPPI NG BAG AND A VERY PREGNANT PAL.

( CONTI NUED)



10.

KATHI
(G DDY) Thanks for the lunch, Geta,

and all the shopping advice

(I'NDI CATING BAG. If all goes well,
your Thomas (GESTURI NG TO GRETA' S
BELLY) w Il have a playmate.

NI KOLA
(I MPATI ENTLY) Kathi, | need you here.

KATHI
Sorry I'mlate. (TO HER FRI END) °‘ Bye
Geta. (RUBBING GRETA'S BELLY) For

luck. See you both soon.

GRETA WAVES AND LEAVES.

NI KOLA
(SIMMERING If you're done chatting

with fetuses, you have to relieve ne.
KATHI
O course, but first | have to relieve
nmysel f... (PO NTING Restroom..
SHE GRABS A BABY CATALOGUE AND HEADS
FOR THE RESTROOM NI KOLA STOPS KATHI
IN M D- STRI DE AND HOLDS OUT HER HAND.
NI KOLA
Hand it over.
KATHI G VES HER THE CATALOGUE.

NI KOLA (cont’d)
From now on, reading and ovul ating are

both on your own tinme. Hurry.

( CONTI NUED)



KATH DI SAPPEARS THROUGH THE LADI ES
ROCOM DOOR. NI KOLA RESUMES DEALI NG
WTH THE FRENZY - TRYI NG TO FI LE
SOMETHI NG ANSWERI NG THE BUSY PHONE,
ETC.

TI'M MJINCH NG ON A BAG OF CHOCOLATES,
SNEAKS UP ON HER

TI'M

(STI CKI NG BAG I N HER FACE) Gooey

caranel or crunchy nuts?

NI KOLA

(SNAPS) Do | look like I have time for

gooey crunchy anyt hi ng?

TIM
( REACTI NG CQuch!
NI KOLA
Sorry - it’s just that |’ m swanped

here, Kathi got back late from | unch

and all she can think about are ways

to make a baby.

TIM
There are nore than one?

CHOCOLATES) Here, these wll

your spirits.

NI KOLA
Wi ch are the good ones?

TIM
Al of them

( OFFERS

( CONTI NUED)
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NI KOLA MUNCHES | MPULSI VELY FROM THE
BAG THROUGHOUT THE FOLLOW NG.  SHE
OPENS KATHI ' S SHOPPI NG BAG

NI KOLA
Look at these things - thernoneters,

cal endars, tiners, ovul ation sticks,
pregnancy tests... (RE. KATH 'S
MANUAL) A book on arousing your nman
while he’'s doing the bills...

TIM
Any pictures?

NI KOLA
It's getting to be too nuch!

TIM
My, we’'re cranky, cranky today.

NI KOLA
(SNAPPI NG |’ m not cranky!

TIM
And | ook how you’'re going after ny
chocol ates! PMs maybe?

NI KOLA
I do not get PMS

TIM
Take it fromnme, honey, you get PMS.

NI KOLA
Can’t | just be upset about sonething

W t hout a gynecol ogi cal notive?

( CONTI NUED)



13.

TIM
(CONVI NCED) PVMs. | know your cycle as

if it were ny om. (FIGURINGINH S
HEAD) Let’s see, your |ast period
started on the twentieth...

NI KOLA
Tim sonetinmes people can know each
other too well.

TIM
... That's 25 days ago. Now we head
into what | like to call the three day

“Reign of Terror”...

NI KOLA
You're wong. It started on the
fifteenth.

TIM
Well, if it’s not PMS, there is

anot her possibility...

NI KOLA
That | have the right to be pissed off

once in awhil e?

TIM
No. That you’ re pregnant.

NI KOLA
Pregnant? That’s inpossi bl e.

( CONTI NUED)



TIM
For me, not for you. Let’s figure
this out... Wen was the last tine you
saw Eri k?

NI KOLA

The day | called off the wedding.

TIM
Fi ve weeks ago...

Nl KOLA
Si X.

TIM
And you probably nade | ove - what?
The night before? The day before?

The norning of ?

NI KOLA
Yes.

TIM
VWi ch one?

NI KOLA
Al of them

TIM

And you | et him go?

NI KOLA
Tim | am not pregnant.

TI'M OPENS KATHI* S SHOPPI NG BAG.

( CONTI NUED)
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TI'M
Here are two dozen pregnancy tests -

Kathi will never mss one. In sixty
seconds you' Il know for sure.

NI KOLA
That’s ridiculous. There is no way
I’ mgoing to dignify your absurd
not i on.

TIM
(SHRUGS) It’s your uterus.

HE GOES OFF, AND NI KOLA USES THE LULL
TO STRAI GHTEN UP THE STATI ON. Pl CKI NG
UP THE MAGAZI NES AND CATALOGUES THAT
FELL TO THE FLOOR.

N KOLA' S POV

THE COVER PHOTOS OF Bl G BELLI ED MAVAS-
TO BE.

BACK TO SCENE

NI KOLA CONSI DERS FOR A MOMVENT, THEN
GETS THE SHOPPI NG BAG RUMVAG NG
THROUGH I T. N KOLA HUNTS QUT A
PREGNANCY TAB. CONCEALI NG | T UNDER
HER JACKET, SHE HURRI ES TO THE
RESTROOM DOOR.

NI KOLA
(KNOCKI NG Kathi! What's taking you

so long? W need coverage at the

desk.

KATH (O C.)
Com ng, com ng!

KATH EMERGES FROM THE LADI ES ROOM

( CONTI NUED)
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NI KOLA
Qut of the way! |’'ve got PMS

KATHI
Thought so.

NI KOLA VWHI SKS | NTO THE RESTROOM
BOLTI NG THE DOCR.

ANOTHER ANGLE

AS KATH CRCSSES TO THE NURSES
STATI ON AND RUNS | NTO SCHM DT, W TH
PFUND.
SCHM DT
VWhere is Nurse N kol a?
KATHI PO NTS TO THE RESTROOM DCOR.
SCHM DT SM LES SLYLY.

SCHM DT (cont’ d)
(TO PFUND) At last | have her where

she’ s vul ner abl e.

HE CROSSES TO THE DOCR.
| NT. RESTROOM ((CONTI NUQUS)

NI KOLA STANDS | N A STALL, HOLDI NG THE
PREGNANCY TAB AND STARI NG ANXI QUSLY AT
HER WATCH FOR THE SI XTY SECONDS TO
PASS.

SCHM DT (O C.)
Nurse! | need you!

NI KOLA
(DI STRESSED) Now??

SCHM DT (0. C.)
Now!

( CONTI NUED)
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NI KOLA

Can’t you wait another (LOOKI NG AT

WATCH) ... 47 seconds?... 46
seconds?... 45 seconds?...
SCHM DT

No! It’s urgent!

NI KOLA H DES THE PREGNANCY TEST ON A
H GH SHELF AND EXI TS THE RESTROOM

| NT. CORRI DOR (( CONTI NUQUS)

NI KOLA COMES THROUGH THE DOOR TO FACE
A SM RKI NG SCHM DT.

NI KOLA

(TRYI NG TO KEEP CALM Yes, Doctor,

what’s so urgent?

SCHM DT
| can’t find ny thernoneter.

A THERMOMVETER CONSPI CUOUSLY PROTRUDES

FROM SCHM DT" S TUNI C PCCKET. NI KOLA" S
EYES NARROW AS SHE REALI ZES HE' S STI LL
PLAYI NG HI S LI TTLE GAME.

SHE MERELY EXTRACTS THE THERMOVETER
FROM SCHM DT" S POCKET.  SHE BRANDI SHES
T FOR A MOVENT, KNOW NG WHAT SHE' D
REALLY LIKE TO DOWTH IT, THEN
CATCHES HERSELF.

NI KOLA
(SWEETLY) Here, Dr. Schnidt.
NI KOLA WHEELS AROUND AND HEADS BACK
| NTO THE LADI ES ROOM

SCHM DT
(TO PFUND) | thought | had her,

she got away.

but

( CONTI NUED)



18.

PFUND FOLLOANS AS SCHM DT PASSES THE
LADI ES ROOM DOOR.

HOLD ON DOOR

A MOMENT LATER NI KOLA EMERGES HOLDI NG
THE PREGNANCY STI CK, A GLAZED LOOK ON
HER FACE.

TI' M HAPPENS BY, WHEELI NG A MEDI Cl NE
CART. HE SEES THE STI CK.

TIM
So you took the test. (SCRUTI N ZI NG

STI CK) What does “pink” nean?

Nl KOLA
It means you were w ong.

TIM
About what ?

NI KOLA
The PMS.

TIM S PUZZLED EXPRESS|I ON METAMORPHOSES
I NTO DELI GHT.

TIM
You're pregnant? (REALIZING W're

pregnant! |’mgoing to be an aunti e!
HE DANCES A NUMB NI KOLA AROUND THE
ROOM  ATTRACTED BY THE COWMOTI ON,
SCHM DT HEADS OVER TO THEM

SCHM DT
Pregnant? Who’'s pregnant? (TO TIM

It couldn’t be you, unless | slept
t hrough sonet hing big in nedical

school .

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
(DAZED) Me... |’ m pregnant.

SCHM DT’ S JAW DROPS, AS WE

FADE OUT.

( CONTI NUED)

19.



ACT TWO
SCENE ONE
FADE | N:

I NT. NIKOLA'S APARTMVENT - THAT NI GHT

NI KOLA |'S FACI NG THE REALI TIES OF HER
SI TUATI ON, NOT MADE EASY BY STEPHANI E

STEPHANI E
How coul d you get pregnant, nother?

You' re over thirty!

Nl KOLA
It must have been that tine | set down
ny wal ker.

STEPHANI E
(I NCREDULOUS) My not her pregnant.
That is such a repul sive thought.
Weren’t you paying any attention to
those little tal ks we had?

Nl KOLA
| believe it was ne who was doi ng the
t al ki ng.

STEPHANI E
Wel | you obviously weren’'t doi ng any
listening. Don’t you know anyt hi ng
about birth control ?

Nl KOLA
If | did, would there have been a

Pet er ?

( CONTI NUED)
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21.

STEPHANI E
I’ mserious, Mther! Have you given

one thought to howthis is going to
af fect ne?

NI KOLA
Yes, you'll be a mddle child -
anot her set of problens for nme to deal
Wit h.

STEPHANI E
| have a life, too. | can’'t spend ny
vital years baby-sitting and doi ng
child-servitude. Not to nmention the
enbarrassnent of having a nother in

maternity cl ot hes!

NI KOLA
Stephanie, | don’t want to hear
anynore. It was an accident.
STEPHANI E

No, it was a head-on collision.

TI'M ENTERS THE APARTMENT.

STEPHANI E (cont’ d)
(FRUSTRATED, TO TIM She’s inpossible!

| tried ny best to get through to her.

You tal k to her.

SHE STOWS OFF | NTO HER ROOM

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
(TOTIM | don’'t need nore advice.

The last thing you told ne to do was
take a pregnancy test - and | ook where
it got me.

TIM
| bet you woul d have been pregnant
anyway. Have you called Erik? [If you
hurry you can still fit into your
weddi ng dress.

NI KOLA
No, these are decisions | want to nmake
alone. I1t’s ny body, ny baby.

TIM
(TAKI NG HER HAND) Wel | what ever you

do, you know you have ny support.

SEX:  KNOCK AT DOOR

NI KOLA
(SOFTLY) Thanks. | just need tinme to

t hi nk.
TIM A VES HER A HUG THEN OPENS THE
DOOR TO LEAVE, REVEALI NG SCHM DT.

TI'M
(TO SCHM DT, RE. NIKOLA) This is what

happens when you fool around wth

girls.

TIMEXITS. SCHM DT STEPS | NSI DE

( CONTI NUED)
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NI KOLA
(NOT I N THE MOOD) Yes, Doctor Schm dt?

SCHM DT
Nurse Nikola, I’mhere to |let you know
I’ mnot going to raise your rent - now
that you'll be needing it for alittle
one.

NI KOLA
Oh - were you going to raise ny rent?

SCHM DT
If it would have irritated you.

NI KOLA
A dog wth a bone isn't as persistent
as you.

SCHM DT
(PRYING So | imagine the father wll
be providing for the child. O course
I’ massum ng Eri k knows about this.

NI KOLA
(1 NDI CATI NG DOOR) Dr. Schmidt, this is
none of your business...

SCHM DT
And of course he woul d be very
concer ned.

NI KOLA SW NGS THE DOOR BACK AND FORTH

IN AN OBVI QUS GESTURE FOR H M TO
LEAVE.

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
Per haps you didn't hear ne..

SCHM DT
So | guess he’'ll be com ng back into
your |ife.

NI KOLA

( EXASPERATED) No he won't.

SCHM DT
He won't?

NI KOLA
I don’t want Erik to know right now.

SCHM DT
(RELI EVED) Yes! That is, yes you're
right, there’s no reason he shoul d.
It's reassuring to see you' re doing so
well - totally on your own. W thout
Erik. Female strength. You do not
need him (H'S CELL PHONE RI NGS AND
HE PLUCKS I T OUT OF A POCKET) Dr.
Schmdt... Oh, hold on. (TO N KOLA)
Good ni ght, Nurse.

LOAD- LI GHTENED, SCHM DT EXI TS
[ NT. HALLWAY ((CONTI NUQUS)

AS NI KOLA SHUTS THE DOOR BEH ND H M

SCHM DT
(I NTO CELL- PHONE) Erik, thanks for

returning ny call

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



SCHM DT( cont’ d)
| just wanted to see if you knew

sonet hing, but | found out that you

didn't, so never mnd... Look, could I
call you back, I"mright outside
Ni kola’s door... Oh, she's fine.

Pregnancy is a natural condition...

(REALI ZI NG TOO LATE) Shit. ..

SCHM DT BANGS THE CELL- PHONE AGAI NST
H' S HEAD

DI SSOLVE TGO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT TWO
SCENE TWD
| NT. HOSPI TAL - THE NEXT DAY

SCHM DT APPROACHES NI KOLA AT HER
STATI ON, SNI FFI NG AROUND FOR THE
RESI DUAL EFFECTS OF H' S BLUNDER.

NI KOLA

( PLEASANTLY) Good norni ng, Doctor.

You' re too early for nmy coffee.

SCHM DT

| can’t seemto reach Erik today to
tal k about - (GRASPING our weekend

pl ans. Have you heard from hi mby any

chance for any reason?

NI KOLA
No.
SCHM DT
Not even... lately?
NI KOLA
Especially not lately. | haven't

spoken to Erik in six weeks.

SCHM DT

Well, what would you say if he called?

| mean, hypothetically.

Nl KOLA
|I’d say “Hell o, how are you?”

Hypot hetical | y.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCHM DT
That's it?

NI KOLA
There’s not nuch nore to say, iIs
t here?
SCHM DT
(AGREEI NG W TH HER) No, not hi ng.
(FEELI NG SAFE NOWN A wonan in your
condi tion shoul d not be under any
stress fromold relationships. Look
how hard you' re working... Relax,
stay off your feet, practice deep
br eat hi ng. ..
HE PLACES A PI LLOW | NDULGENTLY BEHI ND
HER BACK.

NI KOLA
(REACTING TOH M | think norning

si ckness just kicked in early.

NI KOLA REMOVES THE PI LLOW AND RETURNS
TO HER WORK.  SCHM DT GCES OFF
PASSI NG THE ELEVATOR DOOR.

A MOMENT LATER THE DOOR GLI DES OPEN -
AND OUT WALKS ERI K!'  HE CRCSSES TO THE
NURSES' STATI ON.

ERI K
(WARMLY) Hi. ..
NI KOLA |'S STUNNED.

NI KOLA
Eri k! Wat are you doing here?

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI K
| heard you were pregnant.

NI KOLA
(SHOCKED) You know?! Who told you?

ANGLE ON SCHM DT

COM NG QUT OF PATIENT' S ROOM  HE
GLANCES DOWN THE HALL.

SCHM DT” S POV

ERI K AND NI KOLA TALKI NG
BACK TO SCHM DT

HE QUI CKLY ROUNDS THE CORNER TO GET
AVAY. JUST WHEN HE THI NKS HE S SAFE,
NI KOLA ROUNDS THE OTHER CORNER AND
COLLARS H M
NI KOLA ( CONT’ D)
Freeze!
ERI K APPROACHES.
ERI K
Hel | o, Robert.
SCHM DT
(FEI GNI NG SURPRI SE) Eri k! Wat are
you doi ng here?
ERI K
| had to cone after you told ne N kol a
was pregnant.

SCHM DT
Pregnant? Ch, right, alnost forgot.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI KOLA
(TO SCHM DT) Don’t give up nedicine

for acting.

ERI K
Ni kola, | know this is hard for you
Whenever you're ready, we need to
tal k.

NI KOLA
Thank you, Erik. That's very

sensitive of you

HE SQUEEZES HER HAND AND WALKS OFF.

SCHM DT
Sensitive?l Just because of a little

conpassi on and under st andi ng?

NI KOLA
Yes.

SHE WALKS OFF
SCHM DT
(TO SELF) Wonen are so odd.

DI SSOLVE TO

( CONTI NUED)



ACT TWDO

SCENE THREE

I NT. SCHM DT” S APARTMENT - LATE THAT NI GHT

SCHM DT AND ERI K MJLL ERI K S
Cl RCUMSTANCES OVER M DNI GHT COGNACS

ERI K
Thanks for letting ne stay here,

Robert .

SCHM DT
The least | could do. Stay as long as
you wi sh. (THEN, QU CKLY) How | ong do
you think that will be?

ERI K
That’s up to N kol a.

SCHM DT
Wel |, she probably needs lots and lots
of time for herself.

ERI K
As ny friend, tell ne if you think
shoul d just step back and give her
room

SCHM DT
Lots and | ots of room

ERI K
W' re going to neet tonorrow. .. |
don’t even know what to say.

SCHM DT
Less is nore.

( CONTI NUED)
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31.

ERI K
Life is strange. | just got used to

the idea that N kola called off our

weddi ng, and now she’s carrying our

child. Were does that |eave ne?
SCHM DT

Nowhere. It's the male irony. In

situations like this, we’ re outcasts.

A nere seed that got |oose and

pol | i nat ed.

ERI K
I"mnore than that to N kol a.

SCHM DT
Don’t be so sure. \Wat does a wonman
really need froma man? Shelter..
security... alittle jewelry once in a
while. And... (CGESTURING the one
bi ol ogi cal feature they’ ve al ways
envi ed.

ERI K
|’ve got to put aside ny feelings and
do what’s right.

SCHM DT
| agree. Be a man and rise above your
pride.

ERI K
Do you really think so?

( CONTI NUED)



SCHM DT
Yes, yes | do.

ERI K
Then it’s decided. |It’s the only
appropriate thing to do. N kola and |

must be marri ed.

SCHM DT DROPS H S LASS OF COGNAC.

SCHM DT
Married? | was only tal king about

sendi ng the kid a check once a nont h!

CUT TGO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT TWO
SCENE FOUR
INT. NI KOLA'S APARTMENT ((CONTI NUQUS)

NI KOLA AND TIM I N THEIR NI GHTI ES, ARE
SHARI NG A Bl G BOAL CF | CE- CREAM

TIM
(PUSH NG BOAL TO HER) Have ny share.

You antici pati ng nonm es need your
cal ci um

NI KOLA
(PUSHI NG I T BACK) But we don't need to
antici pate an el ephant butt.
(SIGHING | wish I could figure out
what to do next.

TI'M
I"msure you' Il make the right
choi ces.

NI KOLA
There are just so many things to think
about - ny kids, ny career, ny stage
of life. Bringing a child into a
difficult world. Raising one as a
singl e parent.

TI'M
| believe that a two parent hone is
the secret of being well-adjusted.

NI KOLA
You came froma two parent hone.

( CONTI NUED)
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TIM
| guess they didn't let ne in on the

secret. (THEN) So, what are you goi ng
to do about Erik?

NI KOLA
I don’t know. |’ m seeing everything
differently now that there's a baby
i nvol ved. Before yesterday, | had no
regrets about calling off the wedding.
But now, | ask nyself why | didn't
marry him

TIM
You and ne both, sister.

NI KOLA
He’s a man of good character, he’'s
reliable, he's generous... he | oved
me. Isn’t that enough?

TIM
If he were gay, |'d take him

NI KOLA

Am | too demandi ng? Do | want
perfection? O am|l just too scared

to make a conmm t nent ?

TIM
Yes, yes, and yes!

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
O is there sonething else standing in

t he way?

TI M
Enough with the soul -sear chi ng!
Sweetie, you're single, youre with
child, you ve got a great guy waiting
in the wngs - it’s not that
conpl i cat ed.

NI KOLA
You think Erik and | shoul d be
t oget her.

TI M
(TAKES HER HAND) Maybe this pregnancy
is asign. Mybe it is destiny.

NI KOLA

(CONSI DERI NG Maybe it is.

DI SSOLVE TGO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT TWO
SCENE FI VE
| NT. HOSPITAL - THE NEXT DAY

ERI K HURRI ES OVER TO NI KOLA, AT HER
DESK.

ERI K
| need to talk to you.

Nl KOLA
| need to talk to you, too...

SCHM DT SEEMS TO COME FROM QUT OF
NOMHERE AS HE BOUNDS TOMRD THEM

SCHM DT
Excuse ne Nurse N kola, there’'s

sonet hi ng you have to do. ..

NI KOLA
I"mtalking to Erik right now.

SCHM DT
He' Il wait.

NI KOLA
(ANNOYED) What’s so inportant?

SCHM DT
(THINKING Could you... roll that EKG
unit to the elevator.

Nl KOLA
What happened to a “wonan in ny
condition”?

SCHM DT
Exerci se benefits delivery.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI K

"1l help you.

ERI K AND NI KOLA GO TO THE EKG UNI T AND
WHEEL | T TOGETHER AS THEY RESUME THEI R

DI SCUSSI ON.
ERI K (cont’ d)
| " ve been thinking about our situation
all night.
NI KOLA
Yes, | have al so...

SCHM DT, A NERVOUS WRECK, CAN T LET
THEM HAVE A MOMENT ALONE.

SCHM DT
(I NTERRUPTING Erik - | may not be

home tonight, 1'Il give you the keys.

SCHM DT FEELS AROUND I N HI S POCKETS.

SCHM DT (cont’ d)
They nust be in nmy office. (TO

Nl KOLA) He'll be right back. After

| unch.

NI KOLA
Doctor, Erik and | have to talk right
now.

ERI K
If you don’t m nd, Robert, I'Il cone

in a few m nutes.

SCHM DT
1 wait.

( CONTI NUED)



SCHM DT DCESN' T MOVE. NI KOLA AND ERI K
EDGE DOMN THE HALL FOR PRI VACY, BUT
SCHM DT JUST EDGES ALONG W TH THEM

NI KOLA
Doctor, don’'t you have sonewhere nore

i nportant to be?

SCHM DT
Just surgery.

NI KOLA
This way, Erik.

NI KOLA TAKES ERI K'S ARM AND ESCORTS
H M I NTO THE SUPPLY CLOSET

SCHM DT PACES QUTSI DE, STRAI NI NG AT
THE DOOR TO HEAR THE MJUMBLED
CONVERSATI ON | NSI DE

INT. SUPPLY CLOSET ((CONTI NUGUS)

ERI K
Robert seens so concerned about your

wel f are.

NI KOLA
Some mght call it “snooping”. (THEN
SI NCERELY) Erik, | appreciate your
wanting to conme here..

ERI K
It wasn’t a nmatter of choice.

NI KOLA
After how things ended between us... |
know it took a lot for you to swall ow

your pride.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI K
It’s ny child, too.

I NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR ((CONTI NUQUS)

SCHM DT’ S EAR | S PRACTI CALLY PRESSED
TO THE DOOR HE' S STARTLED BY TIM S
VA CE.
TIM
Doctor. ..

SCHM DT
(JUWPI NG Yes!?

TIM
Have you seen the EKG unit?
Mai nt enance is comng to fix it.
SCHM DT STRAI GHTENS UP, TRYI NG TO ACT
CASUAL, AND PO NTS TO THE EKG BY THE
ELEVATOR. HE CONTI NUES TO TRY TO
EAVESDROP | NTO THE CLOSET
TIM (cont’d)
How did it get down there?

SCHM DT
Shhhhh. .
TIM SI ZES UP THE SI TUATI ON.

TIM
Excuse ne, Doctor, but are you

eavesdr oppi ng?

SCHM DT
O course not. | happen to be working
out the details of an intricate

oper ati on.

( CONTI NUED)
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TIM
O course. May | listen in on the

procedure?
TIM CURI QUSLY PUTS H S EAR TO THE
CLOCSET DOCR.  SCHM DT SHOOTS H M A
LOCK, AND HE JUMPS AVAY.
TIM (cont’d)
"Il catch the post-op.

ANGLE ON ELEVATOR

THE ELEVATOR DOOR OPENS AND KATH
COVES OFF, LOOKI NG REFRESHED. SHE
APPROACHES TI M
TIM
H, Kathi, how was your day off?
KATHI
Wonderful . W baby-nade our brains
out .
THEY CHAT AS Tl M PUSHES THE EKG UNI T
BACK TOMRDS WHERE SCHM DT | S
STANDI NG

TIM
Well, there' s been sone news around

herel You won't believe it - Nikola

i's pregnant!

KATHI
( AVAZED) No!

TIM
(ELATED) Yes!

SCHM DT
(PEEVED) Qui et !

( CONTI NUED)
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HE PRESSES AGAI NST THE CLOSET DOOR.
I NT. SUPPLY CLOSET ((CONTI NUGUS)

ERI K AND NI KOLA ARE IN M D-
CONVERSATI ON.

ERI K
|’ ve been up all night thinking...
NI KOLA
Me, too. You should have cone
downstairs for ice-cream
ERI K
You coul d have cone upstairs for
cognac.
NI KOLA
O poured the cognac over the ice-

cream That way baby and not her woul d

have been happy.

THEY LAUGH

NI KOLA (cont’ d)
| thought | eaving you was the hardest

decision |’ ve ever nmmde. But this one

i s harder.

ERI K
It doesn’t have to be. | know what we
shoul d do.

NI KCLA

So do |I.
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I NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR ((CONTI NUQUS)

SCHM DT STRUGGLES TO LI STEN AT THE
DOOR, AS KATHI TALKS TO TIM

KATHI
This is so exciting! Wen did she

find out?

TIM
Tuesday nor ni ng.

SCHM DT
WIIl you please keep it down?!

TIM
(LOVNERI NG H'S VO CE) She borrowed one
of your pregnancy tests.

KATHI
(THI NKING That is a coincidence. |
took a test on Tuesday norning, too.

M ne was negati ve.

SCHM DT SHOOTS HER A LOCOK.

KATHI (cont’ d)
( PRACTI CALLY WHI SPERING) | was taking

the test in that restroomand Ni kol a
hustled ne out, so | left it on a
shel f and cane back | ater for the
results.

SCHM DT
Shut up, danmt!

( CONTI NUED)
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TIM
(WHI SPERI NG Anot her coi nci dence -

Ni kol a said she put her test on a
shel f because M. Snoop-Ears over
there ordered her to stop.
SUDDENLY SCHM DT HAS BECOVE | NTERESTED
IN TH'S STORY
SCHM DT
What did you say?! Speak up

TIM
(QUAKING | didn’t nean you!

SCHM DT
(TO KATHI ) No, you! \What about that
coi nci dence?

KATHI
Just that N kola and | took our
pregnancy tests in the sanme restroom
about the sane tine...

SCHM DT
(I NTERRUPTI NG Yes, yes... Could they

have been crossed?

KATHI
Cr ossed?

TIM
Cr ossed?

SCHM DT
Crossed!!'!

( CONTI NUED)
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HE FLI NGS OPEN THE SUPPLY CLOSET DOCR,
EXPCOSI NG Nl KOLA AND ERIK I N WHAT | S
OBVI QUSLY A PO GNANT MOMVENT.
SCHM DT (cont’ d)
Nurse Ni kola, | need you to pee!
NI KOLA
Doctor, you are going a little far
W th your denands.
SCHM DT
(I NDI CATI NG KATHI') This nurse took a
pregnancy test the sane tine you did.
There m ght have been a m x-up.
NI KOLA
(PUTTI NG TWO- AND- TWO TOGETHER) Kat hi ,
you took a pregnancy test on Tuesday?
KATHI
Yes, after ny lunch wwth Geta. But
t hen when you cane and. ..

SCHM DT
(I NTERRUPTI NG Just pee!

NI KOLA DOESN T WASTE A SECOND, RUSHI NG
W TH KATH TO THE NURSES STATI ON,
FOLLOWED ANXI QUSLY BY SCHM DT, ERI K,
AND TIM N KOLA I'S SURPRI SED TO FI ND
HER DESK NEAT AND CLEAN - NO
CATALOGUES, NO BAG OF PREGNANCY

DEVI CES.

NI KOLA
Where are they? You had two dozen

pregnancy tests!

( CONTI NUED)
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KATHI
| left themin a shopping bag.

NI KOLA
|’ ve been tripping over this stuff for
a week, and nowit’'s gone!

KATHI
You were conplaining, so | told an
orderly to straighten up.

SCHM DT
(JUMPI NG TO CONCLUSI ONS) He threw them
out?! \What a tine for an enployee to

be conpetent!

HE STARTS DI G3 NG THROUGH THE TRASH

PAI LS.

ERI K
This is a hospital. There have to be

pregnancy tests sonewhere.

NI KOLA URGENTLY LOCKS THROUGH DRAVIEERS,
ERI K AND TI M RACE ARCUND THE AREA
HUNTI NG THROUGH CLOSETS, ETC., KATHI
GRABS THE PHONE, AND SCHM DT IS
FLING NG THI NGS OQUT OF THE PAI LS.

KATHI
(I NTO PHONE) Obstetrics? This is

Orthopedics. W need. ..

TI'M
(FI'NDI NG KATH 'S BAG) Here it is!

( CONTI NUED)



KATHI
(I NTO PHONE) Never mnd! (SLAMS IT
DOWN)

TIM
Stored neatly in a cabi... oof!

HE' S PRACTI CALLY MOAED DOWN AS NI KOLA
AND KATHI DASH OVER TO THE CABI NET AND
GRAB TWO TESTS FROM THE BAG

SCHM DT
Go!  Go!

THEY SPRINT TO THE LADI ES ROOM
SCHM DT, ERI K, AND TI M SPRI NTI NG
BEHI ND THEM

THE TWO NURSES LOCK THEMSELVES | NSI DE,
AS SCHM DT AND ERI K PACE BACK AND
FORTH QUTSI DE THE DOCR.

SCHM DT (cont’ d)
(CALLING INSIDE) Hurry up! Hurry up
NI KOLA (O C.)

Quiet! You're constricting our

bl adder s!

SCHM DT
How | ong does that test take?

TIM
Si xty seconds.

HE EXTENDS H S ARM TO CHECK H S WATCH.
TI'M AND ERI K CRANE OVER TO LOCK AT I T,
TOO.

TIM (cont’d)
VWhi ch one’s the second- hand?

( CONTI NUED)
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SCHM DT
Next to the depth-gauge. (EYEI NG

WATCH) 37... 36... 35...

ALL THREE MEN ARE NOW PACI NG
ERI K
It's still possible she's pregnant.

SCHM DT
O not. 23... 22...

TIM
The suspense is giving ne hives!

THEY CHECK THE TI ME AND FI Nl SH THE
COUNTDOWN ALOUD. . .

ALL THREE
...Nine... eight... seven... six...
five... four... three... two... one!

THEY LOOK EXPECTANTLY AT THE RESTROOM
DOOR. VI CH REMAI NS SHUT.

TIM
( CALLI NG THROUGH DOOR) Well...?
ERI K
( CALLI NG THROUGH DOOR) What's the
resul t?

SCHM DT
(CALLI NG THROUGH DOOR) Get out here!

FI NALLY THE BATHROOM DOOR SW NGS OPEN.
NI KOLA AND KATHI MARCH OUT,
BRANDI SHI NG THEI R COLORED STI CKS.

KATHI
Pi nk!

( CONTI NUED)



NI KCLA
Bl ue!

SCHM DT
Transl ati on!

KATHI

(THRI LLED) Positive!

NI KOLA
(JUBI LANT) Negati ve!

JOY AND RELI EF FOR EVERYONE! THEY
DANCE AROUND, SCHM DT EVEN HUGS KATHI .
THEN REALI ZI NG HE PULLS BACK

TIM
(NEAR TEARS) |’ m so happy for you

bot h.
KATHI
(TOTIM | promse you can still
aunti e.
NI KOLA DRAWS ERI K AVAY FROM THE
OTHERS
NI KOLA
Erik...

ERI K
Are you di sappoi nted?

NI KOLA
A small part of nme is. The rest

incredibly relieved.

be an

is

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI K
Me, too. I'mglad we weren't forced

into a decision. (THEN) N kol a, what
woul d yours have been?

NI KOLA
(W TH GREAT DI FFI CULTY) The sane

whet her | was or wasn’'t pregnant.

ERI K UNDERSTANDS.

NI KOLA (cont’ d)
I just had to find the strength to

admt it.

ERI K
You're a stronger person than I am

NI KOLA
But you’'re an honorabl e person to have
come back. Many nen woul d have
offered to send a check once a nonth.

ERI K
(SMLING | can vouch for one.

NI KOLA
I"msorry, Erik. It wasn’t neant to
be.
ERI K
I know t hat now.
HE Kl SSES HER ON THE CHEEK

ERI K (cont’ d)
But we had a hell of a year

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
( THI NKI NG BACK) Ve di d.
NI KOLA WATCHES AS ERI K WALKS AVAY.

HER REVERI E | S BROKEN BY THE | NTRUSI ON
OF SCHM DT’ S VA CE

SCHM DT
What’s going on? |s he out of your

life?
NI KOLA TURNS, FUM NG - THE DAM FI NALLY
BREAKS.

NI KOLA
Yes he’s out of ny life! Nowif you

val ue your nose, keep it out of ny
busi ness!

SCHM DT
(STERN) Nurse Ni kola, do | discern an
i nsol ent tone in your voice?

NI KOLA
Bi t chy insol ence.

SCHM DT
That’'s what | thought.

HE MOVES ON, BARELY HI DING H S SM LE -
ALL’ S RI GHT AGAIN WTH THE WORLD

DI SSOLVE TO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT TWO
SCENE SI X
NT. NIKOLA' S APARTMENT - EVENI NG (TAG)

NI KOLA ENTERS W TH A PREPARED DI NNER
SHE'S PI CKED UP. SHE SETS | T DOAN ON
A TABLE AND REMOVES HER COAT.

NI KOLA
(CALLI NG Stephanie! 1’ve got Chinese

for dinner!
STEPHANI E ENTERS WEARI NG A BI KINI TOP,
AND A FLI MSY M NI -SLI P.

STEPHANI E
Sorry, Mom There's a new cl ub

opening. |’mneeting Jessica
downstairs in a few m nutes.

Nl KOLA
(DI SAPPO NTED) Well, nore lo nein for
me. (THEN) You better hurry and get
dr essed.

STEPHANI E
| am dressed.

NI KOLA
(REACTI NG TO HER QUTFIT) In your

under wear ?
STEPHANI E
No, Mom - ny underwear’s under this

under wear .

( CONTI NUED)



NI KOLA
Go in your room and change into

sonet hi ng | egal .

STEPHANI E HURRI ES BACK TO HER ROOM
SUDDENLY LOUD ROCK MJSI C BOOW BOOMVS
FROM THE FLOOR ABOVE. N KOLA GRABS A
BROOM AND BANGS THE CEI LI NG W TH THE
HANDLE.

NI KOLA (cont’d)
(SHOUTI NG Peter! Turn down that

stereo!!

THE MJSI C SUBSI DES. NI KOLA LOOKS AT
THE FOOD, THEN GOES TO THE PHONE AND
PUNCHES | N A NUMBER.

NI KOLA (cont’ d)
(I NTO PHONE) Peter - how woul d you

like to share sone Chi nese food
tonight?... You ve got Karla over for
a nell ow di nner. I should have known
fromthe nell ow nusic.

AS SHE HANGS UP, TI M ENTERS WEARI NG A

HALTER- TOP W TH CALF- LENGTH PANTS AND

PLATFORM SHCES.

TIM

H . (SPOTTI NG FOOD) Eggroll s!

NI KOLA
Want to stay for dinner?

TIM
Love to, but | have a date. | just

came over to borrow earrings.

HE TAKES THEM OFF NI KOLA.

( CONTI NUED)
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TIM (cont’d)
These are perfect. Thanks, ‘byel!

AS HE HEADS FOR THE DOOR HE MEETS
STEPHANI E EMERG NG FROM HER ROOM I N A
HALTER- TOP, CALF-LENGTH PANTS,
PLATFORM SHOES - ALMOST THE SAME
QUTEIT AS TIMS. THEY STOP AND STARE
AT EACH OTHER.

TIM
For sone reason it | ooks better on

you. |'mgoing to change ny shoes.

THEY BOTH EXIT. N KOLA IS ALONE WTH
THE DOG I N THE NOW QUI ET APARTMENT.
SHE PUTS ON SOVE CLASSI CAL MJSI C,

LI GHTS A CANDLE, SETS OUT THE CH NESE
FOOD AND POURS HERSELF A GLASS OF

W NE.

NI KOLA
(TOASTI NG To dining al one.

Different... but peaceful and nice...

A MOMENT LATER TI' M ENTERS HOLDI NG UP
TWO OQUTRAGEQUS PAI RS OF SHCES.

TIM
Tell nme the truth, which one says

" rm” ?
BEFORE NI KOLA CAN ANSWER, THE DOOR
OPENS AGAI N AND STEPHANI E COVES
CHARG NG BACK I N.

STEPHANI E

(FURIQUS) Jessica and | had a fight.

I m not goi ng.

SHE PLOPS DOMWN AND DI GS | NTO THE LO
MEI'N, CONTI NUI NG TO RANT AS TI M WAVES
THE SHCES I N NI KOLA'S FACE, MJNCHI NG
ON EGGROLLS.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHANI E (cont’ d)
She told M chael to neet us at the

club, and she knows | |ike M chael and
i f anybody should tell himto neet us
it should be me. 1'Il never trust
Jessica again. Just because |I flirted
wth Wlliam- | only did it after she
was through [iking him..
TIM

(SI MULTANEQUSLY) Heels or punps - it’s
the eternal question. These go with
the outfit, but these go with ny eyes.
O | could wear one of these and one
of these...

AS THEY GO ON, THE LOUD MJSI C FROM

UPSTAI RS RESUMES, DROMNI NG OUT THE

CLASSI CAL. THE PHONE STARTS RI NG NG,

AND OSKAR BARKS AT THE CHAGS. NI KOLA

SM LES, HAPPY WTH THE TUMULT SHE' S
USED TO

NI KOLA
(TOASTI NG Who needs peace and quiet?

FADE OUT:
END ACT TWD




