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FADE IN

EXT. SUBURBIA - AFTERNOON

From hlgh above we can feel thz peace and serenity of this upper
middle class neighborhcod. The swimming pools, the manicured
lawns. We now notlce a dot, moving methodically, making
continuous right hand turns and changing this particulaz lawn
from dark to light green. As we continue to pan dowr to the
moving dot, serenity is replaced with the sound of a throbbing
notor.

EXT. MANCINI FRONT YARD -~ SAME TIME

POV of someone watching RONALD MILLER riding his powver mower
and changing the contour of suburbia., Ronald, a 17 year old
with untapped potential to be attractive, acknowledges his
admizezr and proceeds to put on a show as he deftly cuts his
mower arocund a forgotten baseball glove, narrowly corners sonme
automatic sprinklers and dces a fancy zlg-zag around some
hedges.

Ronald finishes and stops his mower tc the cheering of his
admirer. Ronald smiles and bows to his one person audlence,

an elght year old BOY, who is polishing off a box of Almost Home
fudge cooklies,

The sweaty and disheveled looking Ronald hustles to the front
dooz of the house, waving cff an offer of a cockie. There is

a definlite zip to his gait as he is feeling good. Ronald rings
the doorbell and smiles as he looks back tec see the Boy petting
his mower.

EXT. MANCINI PORCH - AFTERNOON

The doocr of the house |s opened by MR5. MANCINI, a very
attractive and hip forty year old.

MRS. MANCINI
(handing Ronald cash)
Exquisite job Ronald...

Ronald nods as he tries to look intec the house.,

MRE. MANCINI
Now you can spend your hard earned
summezx money on somethlng
wonderful for your senior year.
[.Like a car cor a scooter.

(CONTINUED)
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RONALD
Actually I was golng to purchase
a 30 megabyte hard disc to
complement my system. It has a
five millisecond access time...

Ronald stops short when he realizes Mrs. Manclni could care less
about his computer. Ronald hands her some change from a huge
cash roll.

MRS. MANCINI
That's real interesting Ronald.
I know my Cindy is looking forward
to her seniocr year. The football
games, the parties, the prom.

RONALD
1 can't walt. Thanks.

Ronald waves as he goes back to his mocwer, where the Boy offers
him another cookie. Ronald pulls out a portable rake and begins
to clean up grass cllippings. His attention is suddenly
attracted by the screech of a fire-red Mustang convertible
pulling into the Mancini dziveway. Music blares from the car.

Qut of the car bops CINDY MANCINI, a knockout 17 year old and
her two very attractive friends, PATTY KILLEN and BARBARA GRANT.
The girls are dressed to kill as they pull boxes and hangers of
newly bought clothing from the car. The Boy sees the girls, is
turned off, and leaves in a huff. Ronald ditches the rake and
pretends llke he's working on the motor. Ronald watches them,
thinks they are looking at him and waves. The girls don't
respond.

The girls talk in a 'rap' form as they walk to the front door.

BARBARA
We're number one, we're so cool.
PATTY
Mess with us, you'd be the fool.
CINDY
We got the teams, we got the
class,
PATTY/BARRARA
On or off the £leld will klck your
ass.

The Gizls break out laughing.

{CONTINUED)
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Ronald tenses as they are about to pass within a few feet of
him. Ronald attempts a weak hello as they pass him, but it goes
unacknowledged. Ronald takes a step closer to try agalin and
this time he stumbles into his mower, tripping a switch that
blowa grass clippings directly into his face. The girls catch
this blunder out of the corner of their eyes and giggle as they
reach the front porch.

INT. HANCINI FOYER - SAME TIME

Mrs. Mancini{ studies the many packages as she opans the door
for the girls. Patty and Barbara go past.

MRS. MANCINI
My credit card please,

Cindy hands her six credit cards., Mrs. Mancini! was only
expecting one.

MRS. MANCINI
I thought I told you only the
Bloomindales's card.

CINDY
{kisses her mom)
But school starts on Tuesday.

Mrs. Mancinl can only shake her head. Mrs. Mancinl looks out
the opened door at Ronald, who 1s brushing grass off his body.

MRS . MANCINI
Responsibility Cindy. Look at

Ronald, he's such a conscientiocus
young businessman.

Cindy glves Ronald a serious look.
CINDY
(shaking her head)
Get real ma...

Mrs., Mancin! shuts the door.

TITLE IS SHOWN ON THE FRONT DOOR. CONTINUE CREDITS OVER:

EXT. SUBURBAN STREETS - LATER

We see Ronald make the long slow ride home on his power muwer.
An ELDERLY COUPLE 3jags- jast hlm as do two KIDS on bicycles.

{CONTINYED)
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Ronald approaches a light which turns red Just as he gets to
the crossing. A souped-up convertible loaded wlth attractive,
cool, fun loving HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS pulls up alongside Ronald.
They polnt iIn hils dlrectlion and laugh.

Ronald ls embarrassed and trles to look the other way. He sples
the light, still red! It seems eternal. Ronald, trying to act
occupied f£ldgets with the controls. He accidentally hits the
wrong switch which hurls a load of grass clippings into the
convertible. The girls shriek as they are covered with grass.
The light turns green. They speed off calling him a 'GEEK' AND
giving him the finger. Ronald sadly shakes his head as his
mower slowly crawls across the intersection.

CREDITS END

EXT. MILLER HOUSE =~ LATER THAT AFTERNOON

Ronald closes his lawnmower shed and enters his nice suburban
home.

INT. MILLER XITCHEN - SAME TIME

Ronald rumbles into the kitchen and studies a list of chores as
he opens the fridge for some milk. He sees 6 chores £for him and
1 for Chuckie. Ronald squints and checks the list agaln as
CHUCKIE, hils ultra-cool twelve year ¢ld brother, enters with
some BUDDIES.

~ CHUCKIE
Oh lieutenant of lawns, master
of mulching, pharaoh of
fertilizer...what's current.

RONALD
¥hy doe I have all the chores
again?

CHUCKIE

Hey dude, that's the way the big
lady wants it. As a mother she’s
entitled o make surh critical
domestic decisions.

RONALD
You're up to something Chuck.

CHUCKIE
Me...HMe...a famlily member?

(CONTINUED)
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RONALD
I'll do this stuff later.
Kennath's meeting me at the high
school.

CHUCKIE
Wow! You guys gonna reserve ssats
for calculus?

RONALD
{exiting)
Funny.

Chuckle's Buddies study the chore list.

BUDDY
Your mom is a great humanitarian.

CHUCKIE
You serlious? My mom would ground
me til I passed puberty. It's all
in the wrist, my man.

Chuckle demonstrates how he's mastered his mother's handwriting
by adding another chore to Ronald's 1li{st; "DISMANTLE THE
TREEHOUSE". The Buddies laugh and high five,

INT. CINDY'S ROOM - LATER

Patty and Barbara dance to another 'rap' verslon of a high
schopl cheer. We pan the room to see several poster size

" plctures of Cindy and a handsome £football player. Cindy checks

out her new clothing,.

The phone rings. Patty dives for it. She slams the phone and
screams.

PATTY
Channel five. Qulick. Bobby's
on.

Barbarza puts on the tube. Cindy drops her clething on the bed
and focuses on the TV.

ON TV
An ANNOUNCER is introducing star athlete, BOBBY HILTON. Cindy
is exclted.

ANNOUNCER (on t.v.)
So Bobby, what's that one special
thing you miss about the old
hometown?

{CONTINUED)
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The handsome Bobby thinks for a moment. The girls are ail
excited. They lean forward in anticipation.

BOBBY (on t.v.) :
You don't mind 1f I get a 1little
personal?

PATTY
I can't belleve 1t, Cindy's name
on TV,

BOBBY (on t.v.)
What I miss the most is something
that really made me feel gooood
after a long practice...

BARBARA
{to Clndy)
You're so lucky.

Cindy shhshs them qQulet.

BOBBY (on t.v.)
I really miss the hydro massage
machine ln the o0ld high school

gym.

RBobby smiles and exits the sheot. The Announcer closes out.
The girls, especlally Cindy, are dlisappointed. She looks at
a plcture of her and Bobby. The gizrls look towards Cindy.

CINDY
(feigning nenchalance)
It's no felony. I mean, llke,
he's under a lot of pressure
trying to keep his mind on
football. We'd better go, we're
late for practice.

EXT. HIGH SCHOOL ~ LATER

Ronald rides his bike on to the high school grounds and pedals
beneath the football stadium bleachers. Handsome FOOTBALL
PLAYERS practice on the £ield as cute CHEERLEADERS including
Cindy, Patty and Barbara practice on the sidelines.

Ronald ls directly across from the Cheerleaders. We get the
feeling this is a ritual for him. He is the outslider watching,
unseen, the 'cool kids' laughing and enjoying themselves.
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INT. SCHOOL

Ronald walks the clean, shiny and empty hallways that in only
a few days will be jammed with students returning from summer
vacatlion.

INT. BIQLOGY LAB

Ronald enters a room which faces out to the football bleachers.
KENNETH WURMAN, a less attractlve and nerdier verslon of Ronald
intently assembles a skeleton.

RONALD
Hey Kenneth.

KENNETH
(without loecking)
One millisecond Ronald.

Ronald goes to the window and stares out at Cindy and the
'ecools'. Kenneth £finishes and walks over to the mesmerized
Ronald.

KENNETH
Buy your hard disk system yet?
(no response)
You'd better accelerate. A $1000
for that hardware is grand
larceny.

Kenneth waves his hand in front of Ronald's eyes. Ronald snaps
out of his trance. :

KENNETH
A little nervous about the capital
outlay?

RONALD

No. 1It's not the disk., 1I've 3just
done a lot of thinking about that.

Ronald points in the direction of the 'cools' sitting in the
bleachers. Xenneth looks cut the window.

KENNETH
The fleld could use some water,
their irrigation system...

RONALD
(incredulous)
Irrlgation?! 1I'm talkling about
that, the cool clique.

{CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
Why would you be thinking about
them. They're certainly not
conscious of us.

RONALD
That's my point. Wouldn't it be
fun to party with those guys our
senior year? Go to the games.

KENNETH
We do go to the football games.

RONALD

We sit ln the visiting section
Kenneth, at our own school.

(Ronaid softens his

tone}
This iIs supposed to be our big
year. The prom, partles,
homecoming., Memories!

KENNETH
I don't comprehend. We've got
plenty of memorles. The video
parler, computer club, our card
games on Saturday nights.

RONALD .
Cards! Cards are for inmates Iin
priscn, not seniors in high
school.

Ronald realizes his tone haﬁ hurt Kenneth.

RONALD
Sorrty Kenneth. We do have a lot
of great memorles. But, wouldn't
you want to be a part of their
cligque? Ye were all friends in
elementary...

KENNETH
That's because we were all forced
to be together. But juniocr high,
forget it! That's where the jocks
became the jocks, the chesrleaders
became the cheerleaders and we
became us,

RONALD
(s%ill enthusiastic)
Your wouldn't want to hang with
them?

{CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
Why? You've been hanging on Cindy
Mancini's lawn for flve years,
and she doesn't even know i{f you
have a pulse.

Ronald's enthuslasm fades as he sits down. He looks out the
window at Cindy.

KENNETH
You have a crush on Cindy, most
living organisms do. But she's
out of our league. She's out of
everyone's leagque. They want us
about as much as they want
physics...in summer school.

RONALD
What's wzong with summer school
physics?

KENNETH

That's my point.

EXT. BLEACHERS - LATER 1

Cindy sits with Patty and Barbara. Other Cheerleaders in the
B.G. Clndy sees someone approaching. :

CINDY
The sleaze master himself.

QUINT KUNCOWSKI enters the frame. He Is a nasty looking
football player. Quint pounds his hands and snaps his fingers.

QUINT
Lovely ladlies.
{looks at Cindy)
Miss Mancini. Lookin' good, like
I knew you would.

The girls are about to gag, especlally Cindy. Two other
football players, handsome RICKY LIST, and the well built,
attractive JOHN RICHMOND enter. Stomach muscles rippling from
thelr foothball midriffs. :

RICKY
{high £ives Big John)
J.R. Beautiful block. All state
this year. No question.

(CONTINUED)
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BIG JOHN
Qulin-ton. My maln hombre. Party
at my place tomorrow.

QUINT
I'm theze,

Quint, Blg John and Ricky look down the bleachers at four
younger looklng JUNIOR VARSITY CHEERLEADERS.

QUINT
(to John/Ricky)
Um...ummm. New recrults. Beling
a senior's a beautiful thing.
I can taste 1t now.

Quint starts to strut over to the gliggling Girls. Clndy and
her crowd watch him. They shake thelr heads in dilsqust as they
head for the showers.

CINDY
Those kids better wvatch thelr
minl-pads.
Patty and Barbara crack-up.
INT. BIOLOGY LAB - LATER . 1:

POV Kenneth watching Quint hit on the glrls. Ronald ls busy
thumbing through two yearbooks.

KENNETH
See. 1t' hopeless. The jocks
even have a monopoly on the
incoming freshmen.

RONALD
Explaln thls.

We see a candld shot from last year's yearbook of a nerded out
guy with two HOT BARES hanging all over him.

KEMNETH
Last year's yearbook. Victor
Grimaldi, so what?

Ronald quickly flips the pages of the yearbook from two years

ago to the COMPUTER CLUB picture. Wall to wall GEEKS. FRonald
points.

(CONTINUED)
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RONALD
So what? How do you explain the
ultimate bookworm geek asscciating
with last year's homecoming
gueens. Look at this guy. He's
pathetic. He makes us lock like
Miami Vice,

Kenneth takes off hls glasses and squintﬁ at the plcture. He
moves Ronald's finger. :

KENNETH
That's me. He's over there.

Ronald thumba back to the picture of Victor and the Hot Babes
in the other yearbook.

RONALD
{points to Babes)
Sorry Kenneth...I Just don't
understand how Grimald! leveraged
these. On a one to ten scale
they're fourteens.

KENNETH

There's no legical explanation.
It's an (nexplicable phenomena
kind of like the Bermuda Triangle.
An occurance like Victor only
happens once every... forty or
f£ifty years.

(Kenneth rises)
I have to leave. Remember, cards
at Lewls' tomorrow night. Your
turn to bring the brew.

Ronald nods as Kenneth exlts. Ronald yells out.
RONALD

There's a loglical explanation for
everythling.

INT. GIRLS LOCKER ROOM - LATER

Cindy, Patty and Barbara. Gathering clothes, gym bags. Patty
holds up a pair of pants. Other Cheaerleaders in the B.G.

PATTY
These pants filt me llke a layer
of skin.

(CONTINUED)
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BARBARA
And John would like that skin
wrapped around his...

1/— i

CINDY
It's not fair to talk sex when
my EBobby is 2000 miles away.

BAREBARA
C'mon Cind, you could have your
pick of any gquy in school.

CINDY
I1'd rather have my pick of any

rack at S+eTmITTIREIEs NVEimap - MARCUS

} . PATTY
Just rald your mom, she's the best
) dressed lady in town.
r CINDY
» And risk death, or worse,

grounding. I don't get my mom.
She has Gucci, and every other
LU designer, locked in her cedar
: ‘ closet and won't let me wear any
e of them. So when I 2ry to make
) up for it by spreading some
) plastic at the mall, she does a
£ull on freak.

} BARBARA
Parents sure can get brutal when
it comes to Visa or Mastercard.

The qirls all nod in agreement.

15 INT. COMPUTER ROOM - LATER
Ronald studlies the picture of Victor and the Babes.

RONALD
Time for a logical explanation.
O0.K. Victor Grimaldl and Mary
Hancox. :

(**We see the followlng on a computer screen intercut with
Ronald's reactions*x)

Ronald looks around to make sure no one 1ls there., Coast ls
clear. Ronald types a code into the computer. We see Mary
Hancox's name then her junlor year grades.

. {CONTINUED)
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Ronald then types ALGEBRA to get her specific grades and we see
68,56,31,45 and 37!! on her f£inal. Ronald then doces the same
for her CHEMISTRY grades and sees 55, 70, 0, 68 and 98 on the
final. Ronald is shocked, she ended up with B'5 in both
classes, thanks to her finals.

Ronald then types another code to get seating charts for both
these classes. Mary Hancox ils seated next to Victor Grimaldl
in each class. Ronald quickly punches up Vizctor's final exams
below Mary's filnal exams. They are identical 97-97 and 98-98!

Ronald smiles from ear to ear as he studies the computer screen.

RONALD
He saved her from falling. She
owed him her 11fe! Now who's life
am I golng to save?

Ronald punches a code and the computer spits out paper filled
with his classmates names and grades. Rcnald rubs his hands
together. He shuffles through the wad of paper. He thinks he's
figqured it out. He sees nothing on one sheet and £flips to
another list. He stops.

RONALD
Ah ha. Barbara Grant. B, B, A,
B. Shoot,

Ronald hits a key. More paper comes out. Nothing., More paper.

RONALD
Cindy Mancinl. ¥Numezro une. Let's
see. '
{he studies her grades)
B, B, A, A. No way! The beauty
with brains. Now that's an
inexplicable phencmena.

Ronald is getting frustrated. He hits another key. Paper flies
out of the printer. He tries to stop it. He can't. He's
covered with paper. The printer stops.

RONALD
There's got to be one girl on the
edge of fallure.

'He randomly looks at a page. Jackpot!

RONALD
o, F, D. Ch my god. F-. Bamb!
LeBrock!! Bambl LeBrock?

Popularity here I come. I am
totally in.
{more)

{CONTINUED)
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RONALD (Cont'd)
{he looks back at paper)
Phys. ed. A, A, A! 5he must be
a gymnast. Yeal

Ronald dashes cut of the computer room.

INT. HIGH SCHOOL GYM - LATER

Ronald enters the gym. He sees a bevy of attractive, well-toned
GYMNASTS. He's exclted. He approaches a WOMAN GYM TEACHER.

RONALD
Excuse me. Which one is Bambl
LeBrock?

The Woman Gym teacher polnts in the opposite direction of the
Gymnasts. Ronnle looks. BAMBI LEBROCK is the 200 pound
heavyweight on the Girl's Wrestling team. She flips a 250 pound
MALE WRESTLER and pins him. She's an animal. Ronald's smile
fades, .

EXT. STREET - LATE AFTERNOON

Ronald rides home on his bicycle. He's depressasd. He stops

at a red light. Up pulls a Black Ferrarl with a scrawny WEASLY
looking driver. Ultimate geek. A gorgeous AMAZON blonde brick
is in the passenger seat fondling the HWeasel. Ronald is amazed
at this combination. Total mismatch. The Weasel looks at
Ronald on his bike and smiles as he speeds through the green
light, Ronald cheers up.

Ronald watches the Ferrarl crulse.

EXT. MILLER DRIVEWAY - LATER

Pull back to show DAVID MILLER, Ronald's father, washing a very
conservative, bland statlion wagon that has "TILE WORLD" loudly
painted on the sides. David 'grooves' to the £0's tune "HANG

ON SLOOPY". David stops singing. Acknowledges Ronald.

RONALD
Looks, ah...clean Dad.
DAVID
{cheerful)
Remembher. Anytlime you want to

borrow this little beauty for a
night on the town. Just ask.

Pull back teo reveal Ronald leaning on his blcycle. Shaking his
head. He's deprassed.

15
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INT. MANCINI HOUSE - NIGHT

Cindy cpens the front door to reveal VINCENT CARBONI. A slimy,

yet good locking, 45 year old hunk of loud, cheap, jewelry and
mucho chest hair.

VINCENT
Wow. Your mom was right. Beauty
runs in this family and I mean
it runs fast,.

Cindy looks ready to gag. Vincent primps his greasy hair in the
mirror. Mrs. Mancinl enters, dressed to the nines,

MRS. MANCINI
You met my little baby?

VINCENT
Baby? 1 thought she was your twin
ajister.

Mrs. Mancini giggles. Cindy {s ready to baré.

MRS. HMANCINI
I'll] be home late.

Vincent goes to shake Cindy's hand. BShe unsuccessfully tries
to pull back. Vincent winks at her as he exits. Mrs. Mancini
atops at the door, out of Vincent's earshot.

MRS. MANCINI
Isn't he great.

CINDY
Yeah. 1If you need your car lubed.

Mrs. Mancini shakes her head and exits.

INT. CINDY'S ROOM - LATER

Cindy is shaking her head as she enters her room. She puts some
pleces of an outfit up to her body. She is not pleased with
what she sees in the mirror. Cindy gets an ldea and puts the
outfit back on her bed.

Cindy slowly and cautlously moves down a dimly lit hallway.
The feeling is eerie and quiet in the dim light. Cindy stops,
looks around, then enters a dark room. She approcaches another
doozr, turns the knob, then backs off...maybe she should not
enter. Cindy takes a deep breath, opens the deocor and turns on
the light. 1It's her mother's cedar closet!

A devious smile forms on her face when she pulls an exqulisite
white suede Jacket from an ornate garment bag.
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INT. MILLER DINING ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT

Ronald !s at the dinner table atudylng hlas computer dlak
brochure. DAVID and JUDY MILLER, hls parents, eat. <Chuckie
stands. "WINDY" plays in the background. David hums along.

JUDY
Ronald. Not at the dlnner table
please.

Ronald puts the brochure down.

DAVID
{too Ronalad)
Have enough money?

RONALD
(proudly)
§1300 dollars. I mowed 286.4
miles of grass this summer.
That's $4.54 a mile.

CHUCKIE
The Ronald Mlller story; My life
on a mower.

Ronald gives Chuckle a look.

JUubDY
You're buylng the, whatever,
tomorrow?

RONALD
On sale at the mall for $10090.
I'm depositing the remajinder In
the bank Monday at 7.5% compounded
daily.

DAVID
I'm proud of you Ron. You worked,
you earned, you saved...

CHUCKIE
You ask. How about a twenty blg
Dave? Gotta purchase some
necessities.

David smiles. Tousles Chuckle's' haiz and hands him a twenty.
Ronald mouthes "Big Dave".

DAVID
what's up?

CHUCKIE
Pizza party at Julle's. Pre
school jam session.

(CONTINUED)



21

22

17,

CONTINUED: 21
DAVID
(too Ronald)

How bout you, any parties?
RONALD

Yes. The Saturday night card

game.
CHUCKIE

Woooo! Cazrds with the tards.

RONALD
Real funny Chuck.

CHUCKIE
I'm only kiddin', how could you
beat a night of cards, chips, dips
and dorks.

INT. GAME ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT 2.

A green felt table covered with a card game. Ronald, Kenneth
and two ultra-nerds ALBERT and LESTER play. The table is
littered with pretzels sticks, Cheetos, dip and root beers.
Lester smokes the pretzel stick llke it.was a cigar. The cards
have pictures of scantlily clad women on them.

ALBERT
Lester, kindly be decent enough
to wipe your olly appendages after
consuming the potato chlips. My
ladies are slipping cut of my
hands.

LESTER
Look who's talking lamo, your the
genius who got the dip on the
chips, the poker chlips!!

KENNETH
C'mon you two, Just play the game.

Ronald's daydreaming.

ALBERT
Kenneth's right. Let's relax and
enjoy. 1It's Saturday night an
we've got nude cards, chips and
.ley cold brews., This s the life.

Albert swigs on a frosty can of root beer. Lester toasts him
between puffs of his pretzel stick cigar. Kenneth smlles.

{CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
{to Ronald)
Your deal.

No response.

KXENNETH
Ronald. You 0.K?

RONALD
{shakes awake)
Let's do something different.

Slilence. shocked looks from the boys.

KENNETH
What do you mean?

The boys look nexvous. Something new?

RONALD
We've been playing poker for two
years. Let's play another game,

The boys breath a sligh of rellief. Ronald looks at the guys.

RONALD
Hearts.

INT. JOHN'S HOUSE - NIGHT

The front door 1s opened to reveal Cindy, dressed to kill, in
her mom's white Jacket. A lively 'cocl crowd' party is In
progress. Patty and Barbara greet Cindy. The girls are
infatuated with the jacket. Patty pets the suede. Cindy is
nonchalant.

CINDY
It's no biggle. Bobby sent it
to me from Texas. You know they
have fine leathers there,

PATTY
Really. 1It's llke Rome, Texas,
and Parls when it comes to quality
leathers.

INT. PARTY - LATER

The party cranks. Ricky makes esye contact with a cute Saphomore
{a J.V. cheerleader from heforel. Smoke,iay hter, muslc.

[CONTINUED)
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Quint pours some cheap red wine into a goblet as he holds court
with some GIRLS on the porch.

QUINT
Did I tell any of you girls about
my many scholarship offers?

The Girls all nod 'yes' in unison.

INT. BATHROOM - LATER 25

A crowded, smoke filled bathroom. Flve girls are cramped into
it. Patty and Barbara check out make-up and hair. IRIS, a sexy
little bombshell and two younger looking SOPHOMORE GIRLS, one

of which was the Cute Sophomore Ricky was just eyeing. Iris

has on an extremely revealing tank top. She looks in the
mirror.

IRIS
You don't think this shows too
much? C.

Major understatement. Her nipples stick out.

PATTY
Not 1f the person looking at |t
is blind.

BARBARA

Or brain dead.
Iris is pleasad with thelir responses,.

CUTE SOPHCMORE
(to Soph. #2)
When a guy gets off. You know,
that gook, can it hurt you?

Sophomore #2 looks confused. Patty Jumps in.

PATTY
Hurt you? Taste that stuff anad
you may go totally insane, or
develop scales around your navel.

The Cute Sophomore look scared. Barbara winks at Patty.

BARBARA
Yea. The way to avold contact
is to keep your finger behind the
guys ear. When you feel his gland
twitch, it means he's about to
£lood.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: , 25
The Sophomores reach behind thelr ears and grimace,.

SOPHOMQRE B2
Behind the ear?

BARBARA
Yeah. 1It's the sperm gland.

The two Sophomore's understand. Iris just rolls her eyes,

CUTE SOPHOMORE
Thanks,

The Sophs exit. Patty and Barbara crack Gp.

INT. PARTY - SAME TIME 21

Quint holds court with another group of Girls on the porch.
He holds out his wine goblet. Cindy talks wlth some Glrls
directly behind Quint.

QUINT
I've discovered some amusing
little red wines down at the 7
11 recently. V¥When you become a
senior you'll understand what I'm
talking about.

Quint's girls seems impressed,.

- EXT. DRIVEWAY OF PARTY HOUSE - LATER . 2

A small sports car sits in the driveway of the party house,
We enter the car to see Ricky leaning back in the front seat.
Ricky is squirming. He can't get comfortable. We see a hand
placed behind his ear. We hear a GIRL'S volce offstage.

GIRL (0.5.)
Is this right?

RICKY
Almost there. Don't talk. Don't
breathe, Don't stop.

The Glrl's hand behind his ear makes it tough to move. Rlicky
tries to remove her hand, but it shoots right back, like a
hammer, banging his head. Ricky lets out a shriek of pain as

he jolts forward. His leg jars a mini-flre extinguisher on the
lower daah,

CUTE SOPHCMORE (0.8)
I don't feel the twitch.

(CONTINUED)
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: RICKY
wWhat? ’

Ricky Is squirming around as he tries to remove the Girls hand
again. No luck as she puts it right back, smacking him. He hits
the fire extingulisher. It goes off, spraying foam everywhere.
The Girl screeches.

RICKY
Not yet. Shit...

Too late. The foam is still coming.

CUTE SOPHOMORE (C.S.)
Wow! All this and your gland
didn't even twitch!

RICKY
It almost d4id, damn it!

Ricky pounds his dash.

INT. HOUSE - SAME TIME

Big John comes onte the porch and Quint high fives him. The
problem is, that Quint happens to be holding a geblet of red
wine in his hand. The high five causes the red wine to splatter
onto Cindy's white suede jacket causing a huge stain. Silence.
Cindy is mortified.

QUINT
Sorry babe. ben't worry it's
only red wine, Just rub some

salt on it. It'll come right out.

Cindy is speechless. She tries to remain composed as she
leaves,

QUINT
I mean it's not like I ruined |it.
INT. BATHROOM - LATER
Cindy alone in the bathroom. The jacket is ruined.

CINDY
I'm now a member of the homeless.



30 INT. HOUSE - SAME TIME

L Ricky and sophomore #2 enter the party. She has foam all over
a her halr. Blg John sees the girl pass by. HNotes the foam.
Ricky rubs his ear.

JOHN
Hand-Jjob?
{Ricky shakes his head
‘ ‘no'}
i Blow job?
; (Ricky shakes his head
b 'no')

RiCKY
Ear-ijob.

Ricky keeps walking. John looks confused.

3L INT. MALL - DAY

The front of the Computers R' U window display. Ronald stares
directly at the disk from the brochure. It rests below the
"Rack to School .Once in a Lifetime Sale - $1000!!!1"™ sign.
Ronald pulls ocut a fat roll of cash.

{ Just as Ronald is about to enter the computer store he sees a

~ reflection 0of Cindy run by. Ronald turns, not to be seen. He

follows her as she enters Le Leather Boutique carrying a bag.

! Through the window he sees Cindy show the clerk a jacket with
a welrd red design on it. Cindy actions are animated. She
looks upset. Ronald edges closer to hear her,

32 INT. LE LEATHER BOUTIQUE - SAME TIME

Cindy and an effeminate CLERK.

CINDY
You have to realize, I'm through,
washed up at seventeen. Nuclear
fallout would be less painful than
letting my mother see this Jjacket.

CLERK
I relate to your dilemma miss,
1 really do, but our policy is
no exchanges, (takes a whiff)
especlally after a garment has
been marinated in Ripple.

Ronald edges closer. He's all ears.

L (CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 32

CINDY
O.K...alright. I have a
compromise, I'll work here. You
name {t, I'll do it. Sweep floors,
load trucks, haul pelts, slaughter
baby seals. All you have to do
is give me a replacement jacket
as an advance.

CLERK
(exasperated)
Listen honey. 1I'll repeat your
alternatives one last time. You
can keep your jacket and dye the
rest of it cranberry or purchase
a new one.

The Clerk pcints to an identical jacket on the rack as he walks

to the back of the store.

INT. MALL - SAME TIME a:
Ronald looks at the price, $1000. He then looks across the mall

at his disk for $1000. Ronald looks at the desperate Cindy,

then at his roll of cash.

INT. LE LEATHER BOUTIQUE - SAME TIME ' 34
Cindy has her head in her hands. She hears a knocking. She

looks out the store window. From Cindy's POV we see Ronald

holding a huge fan of cash. 'Risky Business' smile.

INT. LE LEATHER BOUTIQUE - A FEW MINUTES LATER 3!

The Clerk on his ladder reaching for the jacket. We follow him
to the counter. Ronald stands with Cindy at the counter.

CLERK
That'll be a thousand dollars.
RONALD
{to Cindy)

We have a deal?

CINDY
Are you high?

RONALD
No. All you have to do |s pretend
to 4o out with me for three weeks.

(CONTINUED)
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CINDY
Just being with me will not make
you popular,

RONNIE
I got a thousand dollars that says
it will. I'm completely serlous.

CINDY
Wrong, you're completely
delizious.

RONALD
(nonchalant)
Alright, have it your way.
{to Clexrk)
I believe we've decided against
purchasing the jacket.

Ronald turns and starts t»n slowly exit the store. Cindy is a
ball of confusion. 8She looks at the ruined jacket, then the
new jacket. X :

CINDY
Donaldll

Ronalad stops in his tracks. He smiles,.

EXT. SCHOOL - HORNING

A quiet, secluded entrance to school. We and focus on a
wristwatch. Ronald nervously looks at his watch. Cindy enters
the frame, dressed to killl,

CINDY
Cool out Donald, I told you 8:05,
didn't I?

We now get the £ull view of Ronald. He's dressed up. He looks
very conservative. Oxford shirt. Khakl pants. Uncool. He
takes a deep breath. He's tense,

CINDY
Relax. 1It's only school.

" RONALD

(nervously)
This |s not my average opening
day. I'm about to walk the cool
hallway. That's always been for
the Jocks and your friends. 1
usually go the long route around
the metal shop.

(CONTINUED)
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CINDY

25.

Ease up. I'm the one that's going
tc have to hold a press conference

when we're seen together.,

Ronald nods ln agreement.

CINDY

C.K. Let's get this deal straight

one more time, We only pretend
to hang. No holding hands, no
kissing and I get lunch hour off

RONALD
I need more return on my
investment. [ mowed 284 miles

for this.
CINDY
Alright. o©ne lunch.
RONALD
There are five days in a school
week,
CINDY
0.K. Two lunches.
RONALD
Two lunches. And the pep rally
on Frilday.
CINDY

Four lunches. That's it.

RONALD
Deal. But the most important
thing: This is our sworn secret
for life, or longer. Promise?

CINDY
Promise. How bad could 1t be
Donald. 1It's only one week.

RONALD
Three weeks.

Cindy smiles. She thought she got away with one.
up Ronald's attlire. She winces.

(CONTINUED)
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CINDY
If I'm golng to do thls for even
one day, ycu have to do something
about your style. I mean like,
lt's nonexistant.

Cindy goes to work on Ronald. She un-tucks hls shirt bottoms.
Takes a solltary pen out of his shirt pocket. Cindy sizes him
up. One more touch. Cindy rips the sleeves off his shirt.
Cindy hands the shocked Ronald hls shirt sleeves.

CINDY
Big improvement. We're ready.

RONALD
One last thing Cindy. 1It's
Ronald...not Donald.

CINDY
{nods)
Let's do it.

INT. HALLWAY - MORNING

The ‘cool’ hallway. Stylishly dressed, attractlive TEENAGERS.
This is the domain of the high school Elite. We pan to the end
of the hall to see Cindy and Ronald. Everything looks blgger
and scunds louder to Ronald.

MUSIC UP
The 'new' couple begins to walk the hall. Heads are turnling.

The noise volume decreases rapidly. Shock registers on faces.
John and Ricky are stunned as they whisper to each other.

JOHN
That's that wussy Miller. 1T don't
get 1t.

RICKY
It must be for a charity. Llike
GEEK~-AID.

Cindy smiles and says helloc to friends who just blankly stare
back at her. Ronald, unsure of himself, Just nods and smiles.
Patty and Barbara are disbelleving.

BARBARA
I think that's Ronald Miller.

PATTY
No way. It must be a transfer.

(CONTINUED)
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BARBARA
Wrong. And I think I'm puking.

Cindy and Ronald approach the two girls.

CINDY
Hl Pats...Barb.

The two girls are speechless, mouthes agape,.

CINDY
You know Ronnle?
RONNIE!! Ronald smile=z. He loves the cooler version of his
name. Nlce touch. The glrls continue to stare.
RONNIE
Hi.
BARBARA

Sure. We know Ronnle.

PATTY
Yea. I think. Didn't you used to
cut our lawn?

RONNIE
(perks up)
Oh yea. You have some of the
nicest hedges in town. And those
rhododendrons arce...

€Cindy's heard enough cf Ronnie putting hils foot in hils mouth.

CINDY
(tugs Ronnle's shirt)
We've got to move on. See you
guys in home ec.

Ronnie politely smiles. The girls return the gesture. The
girls watch Cindy and Ronnle walk off.

PATTY
I like his shirt,

Barbara nods in agreement.

INT. BIOLOGY CLASS - LATER
Anatomy dlagrams. Mlcroscopes. A level one class lnhablted with
geeks includlng Albert and Lester. Kenneth slts next to Ronnie.
The BIOLOGY TEACHER speaks.

" (CONTINUED)
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Lester Jumps up.

Ronnle whispers tc

Ronnlie laughs.

28.

BIOLOGY TEACHER
Any lnteresting experlments thls
summer?

LESTER
I grew spores and fungi in my
parents' refrigerator.

Kenneth.

RONNIE
Now he's homeless.

. KENRETH
And I ate at his house twice.

KENNETH
You didn't meet me in the metal
shop hall?

RONNIE
Sorry. I forgot. You know, the
first day and all.

KENNETH
(glves Ronnie a long
look)
You look dlfferent. Where'd you
get that weird outfit?

RONNIE
Um...it's a designer's origlinal.

Kenneth mouthes "designer's origlinal"®.

KENNETH
Got your hard disk interfaced yet?

RONNIE
Well. I dldn't actually buy it
yet. A thousand is a let to part
with.

KENNETH
What else would you possibly spend
it on?

BEefore Ronnie can answer.

(CONTINUED)
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‘ BIOLOGY TEACHER
Mr. Mlller. You seem talkative
this morning. Why don't you
recite the bones of the
appendicular askeleton.
(Ronnie stands)
All sixty-four.

Ronnie swallows hard.

INT. CLASSRCOM - SAME TIME

A palr of huge hands trylng to separate an egg white from it's

yolk. Pull back to reveal John with the egg. He is making a
cake in Home Ec. with Patty, Barbara, Cindy and Ricky. They
all perform varilocus baking functions. John separates the egg

white and swallows the egg yolk. He lets out an audible burp.

PATTY
You pilg!

Barbara looks at Patty and John, then Ricky.

BARBARA

Well. If you guys are all wimping
out. 1I'll get to the maln issue
here,

(addresses Cindy)
What were you doing with Donald,
Ronnle... whatever his name,
Miller?

CINDY
We're friends.

JOHN
Since when? The guy is like Joe
Zero.

CINDY
If it's any of your business he's
become a new friend.

PATTY
Friends?

RICKY
The guy drives a lawnmower around
town. What do you do for £fun,
spread fertllizer?

John high fives Ricky.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 19

CINDY
You came up with that {ncredible

rank all by yourself? 1I'm
impressed,

RICKY
What about Bobby?

JOHN
We're just trying to get some
answars,

CINDY
Boy. Take a look at my forehead.
You sae a slgn that =mays
information?

Patty, Barbazra and Ricky ooh! aah! John is shut down.

INT. CAFETERIA ~ LATER THAT DAY ‘ 40

Crowded, noisy. We follow a student, zlg-zagging through the
long line, cutting in, nudging people aside. 1It's Quint
demonstrating his prowess as the "school bully".

We see Kenneth sitting at the geek table, craning his neck,
probably looking for Ronnle. He now sees Ronnie carrying his
and Clndy's trays. For the first time the general student body
is seeing Cindy and Ronnle. They are attracting gawks, stares
and pointed fingers. Ronnie puts the trays side-by-side on the
'cool!' table.

CINDY
{embarrassed)
Having lunch was part of our deal,
but I didn't think {t meant we
had to sit at the same table.

RONNIE
{holding her chalr)
I thought it would be more
believable {f we sat together.

CINDY
(sits)
I guess you're right. Plus you
did treat,.

Quint approachas the table. Looks at Ronnie, taking a seat
beside Cindy. Quint leans over, Face-to-~face with Ronnie.

(CONTINUED)



40

31,

CONTINUED: 4C
A QUINT
Aren't you In the wrong sectlon?
Losers are to the left.

Ronnle's intimidated and starts to rise. Cindy looks at Qulint,.

CINDY
Then 1 guess you'll be making a
zight.
Quint looks confused.
CINDY

That's the asshole sectlion.

Quint gives her a lock and storms off. Ronnle breathes a sigh
of relijef.

RONNIE
Thanks.

Cindy's crowd emerges from the kitchen with thelr trays. They
see Ronnle at thelir table and stop. This causes a gridlock of
kids and lunch trays. The 'cools' don't know where to sit.

BARBARA
You need a map John? We've been
sitting at that table for three
years.

JOHN .
Loock. That wimpus Miller is
parked in our zone.

PATTY
Lighten up John. How bad could
he be?

RICKY

He 1s with Cindy.

They all nod in agreement, then head towards ‘'thelr' table.
No cne sits next to Ronnle. There is some brief, uncomfortable
silence.

CINDY
You all know Ronnie?

JOHN
Sure. We were in £1£th grade
together. But I haven't seen You
since,

A few laughs at this put-down of Ronnle. Some more silence.

{CONTINUED)
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_ RONNIE

I read in the paper that you and
Ricky will probably be all county,
maybe even all state this season.

The kids look at Ronnie.

An eerie silence.

JOHN
You go to the games?
RONNIE
Every one.
RICKY
I've never seen you there,
PATTY
I have. You sit in the visiting
section.
CINDY

He sits there to raz the other
team. Psycholoqlical warfare.

RONNIE
Yea. I've, ah, almost had my butt
kicked three times.

They don't know what to make of Ronnie.
CINDY

Know that's school =pirit.
Risking your liife for the team.

The kids half- heartedly agree. Ronnle glves Cindy an

appreciative nod.

The nerd table.
Albert. Albert

Lester spots Ronnle and points for Kenneth and

_13 amazed, Kenneth frowns.

LESTER
Ronald's in no man's land, and
he's still alive. What's he
doing Ken?

KENNETH
(has no clue)
He's helping them with homework.

ALBERT
The first morning of school,
homework?

Good point. Kenneth looks confused and concerned.
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INT. PIZZA PARLOR - THAT AFTERNOON

Ronnie slts in a booth with Cindy.

RONNIE
Thanks for bringing me here. I'm
dying.
CINDY
wWhy didn't you eat lunch?
RONNIE
I guess I'm nervous around those

guys.

Ricky, John and Quint enter the pizza parler just as a plzza

is placed on Ronnie's table. The guys barely acknowledge Ronnie

and Cindy as they and sit at another booth.

CINDY
Here's your chance. Invite them
to Join us.

RONNIE
{to the guys)
C'mon over.
(no response)
The pizza's on me.

Ronnie smiles and prepares to make room as the three boys
approach. They get to the booth, each take two pleces and go
back to their booth.

Not what Ronnie expected nor meant., He looks down at the plzza

dish. It's empty.

EXT. MILLER HOUSE - LATER THAT AFTERNOON

The front doer opens. Out blares that sixties classic "2525"

by Zager and Evans. David bops to it. Kenneth is at the door.

KENNETH
Hi Mr. Miller. Ronald home?

DAVID
Now this is a classic. He's
around back Kenneth.

EXT. MILLER YARD - LATER
A hammer bangs down on a piece of wood. Ronnie is dismantling
his treehouse. Ronnie throws some wood into a wheelbarrow

below. He notices Kenneth watching him. Ronnle smiles.

(CONTIRUED)
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- KENNETH
I mlssed you at lunch.
RONNIE
Sorry Ken. I was helplng some
people with thelr homework.
The B.S. registers with Kenneth. He picks up a wood scrap from
the wheelbarrow. . ‘
KENNETH
Need some help?
RONN1E
It's not safe.
KENNETH
Never was. I remember when Quint
fell out and broke his arm.
RONALD
He couldn't play little league
’ ] that yeaz. |
Ronnie drops a piece of wood. Kenneth puts it on the
" wheelbarrow.
RONNIE
We took him to the hosplital in
that wheelbarrow. He crled the
whole way,.
KENNETH
We should've left him here.
The two friends laugh. KXenneth smiles, still assured of his
friendship.
Chuckie and his Buddies hide behind the lawnmewer shed watching.
They crack-up. )
44 INT. MILLER DEN - NIGHT LK
David plays the stereo. Vintage 60's Herb Alpert and the
Tijuana Brass. Chuckie enters with Judy.

CHUCKIE
I'm tellin' you ma, something lis=s
definltely off. It's like the
dude's trying to be normal.

DAVID
Who's trying to be normal?

(CONTINUED)
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CHUCKIE
I was talkin' to ma, dad.

Ronnie walks into the room, dressed offbeat, Melrocse rag.
Chuckie nudges Judy to check Ronnie out. ‘ :

DAVID
Different outfit Ren.

RONNIE
Thanks dad.

JubY
How's the new computer?
RONNIE
(hesitates)
I...uh, decided to wait for the
big Columbus Day sale.

JuDY
Columbus Day?

DAVID
Where you off to?

RONMIE
I'm geing to a party at Jehn
Richmond's house with Cindy
Mancinl.

Silence. Judy looks at David. Chuckle's amazed.

CHUCKIE
Cindy Mancini? Senlor, captain
of the cheerleaders? The greatest
looking girl in the history of
this county?

RONNIE
(nonchalant)
That's her. Well, I gotta bolt.
Night.
Judy and David mouth 'bolt’'.
CHUCKIE
Something stinks Iin suburbia.
45 EXT. MANCINI HOUSE =~ LATER THAT NIGHT
Ronnie rings the door bell. He waits.

The door opens. It's Mrs. Mancini.

(CONTINUED)
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MRS. MANCINI
Sorry Ronald. The grass doesn't
need cutting.

RONNIE )
Oh no ma'am. It's not about your
lawn. I'm here to take out Clndy.

MRS. MANCINI
(startled)
You're here for my Cindy?

Just then Cindy pecks her mom on the cheek says good-bye and
closes the door. They walk towards the drliveway.

Chuckle is in a bush observing Ronnie and Cindy. He's stunned.

RONNIE
I didn't get a chance to say
goodbye to...

CINDY
{uptight)
She'll get over it.

Cindy looks arocund.

RONNIE
Something wrong?

CINDY
I'm usually plicked me up in some
soxrt of mechanized type of
transportation.

RONNIE
It's only a few blocks. It's a
nice night.

Cindy is pissed as she walks to her car.

CINDY
We're not going on a nature walk.
Get in.

Cindy gets in her car. Ronnie gets in his side. She blasts
back 1n reverse, Stops.

CINDY
fangry)
1 can't bellieve I let you
negotiate a Saturday night. We
had lunch all week.
(more)

{(CONTINUED)
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CINDY (Cont'd)

We stood near each other ln the
hallway. I took you for plzza.
I even waved to you at the game
today.

(Cindy looks away)
I can't do this for two more
weeks!

RONNIE
Bobby didn't call.

CINDY
(disappointed)
I don't think that's any of your
business,

RONNIE
He'll call. He's busy being a
big time college football star.
But, I'm sure he's thinking about
you all the time.

CINDY
(looks back at Ronnle)
Sorry for jumping on your back.

RONNIE
Sorry?! I'm the one that forgot
my dad's car. It's just that I
haven't had many dates in the last
16 or 17 years.

CINDY
. (smiling)
You're a crack-up.

Cindy laughs and speeds off.

EXT. STREET

Chuckie on his bike following the car.

to keep up.

INT. LESTER'S HOUSE - LATER THAT NIGHT

Albert, Lester and Kenneth playing three man Trivia.

ALBERT
What's a two word phrase for late
and inconsiderate?

. (CONTINUED)
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{ LESTER
A (ralsing his hand)
| Coh! 0©oh! I got it! Ronald
' Miller.
KENNETH

Hysterical. He said he'd be here.
Give him some time.

LESTER
He's probably having a late lunch
with Cindy.

Albert and Lester crack up. Kenneth dces not.

ALBERT
The least he could have done is
, drop off the dip and chips. A
cold brew is just not the same.

Albezrt guzzles a can of zoot beer.

48 INT. JOHN'S HOUSE - LATER

A belch. A beer can is crumpled. Pull back to reveal John
trashing the can. 1Iris hangs all over John. She wears a most
revealing outfit. They are in the middle of a rousing victory
party populated by the elite. Cindy talks with some GIRLS.
Ronnie stands next to her, a little lost.

49 EXT. JOHN'S HOUSE

Chuckie clandestinely peers into the party through an open
window.

50 INT. JOHN'S HOUSE

John i{s at the refreshment area. Ronnie approaches., 1Iris hangs
on John. .

RONNIE
Great game John.

JORN
Thanks. You came with Cindy?

Ronnie nods ‘yes'. John notices Ronnie is empty handed.

JOHN
Think you can handle a brew?

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: _ 50

RONNIE
Sure. You've got A & W?

John and Izris laugh. Maybe with him.

JOHN
You're funny guy.
{John thinks)
No, we got B & C.
(hands Ronnle a l6o0z.
beer can}
Bud and Coors.

Ronnle doesn't know what to do with the beer, so he sips {t,
John backs away from Irils. He whispers to Ronnle.

JOHN
I gotta let a gremlin outta my
ass. And I mean baaaad...

EXT. JOHN'S HOUSE a 51

John backs up to the window. He cuts a monstrous fart. It hits
Chuckie directly In the face. Chuckle gasps for alr as he falls
backwards into the bushes.

INT. LESTER'S HOUSE - LATER ' : 52

Kenneth and Lester take apart a computer on the card table.
Albert reads a porno magazine,

LESTER
How could Ronald possibly have
more fun than this?

INT. JOHN'S HOUSE - LATER 53

John's hand on Iris' butt. Pan to reveal [ris' hand insi{de the
back of John's pants. The party goes strong. Ronnle talks with
some Jocks,

Cindy approaches Ronnle. Puts her arm on hls shoulder.

CINDY
People are starting to buy this.

Ronnie nods and smiles.

Patty and Barbara stand with some other CUTE GIRLS. They watch
Cindy and Ronnle,.

{CONTINUED)
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BARBARA

40,

Cindy sure ls keeping a mystery

onh her and Ronnie,.

CUTE GIRL
She's playing it smart. 1
wouldn't want to lose him.
definltely hot.

PATTY

He's

Like he went from totally gsek

to totally chic.

The girls all nod in agrszement as they admire Ronnie, who now

swigs hls beer with some gusto.

INT. BIOLOGY CLASS - MORNING

Kenneth and all the other students take notes.
sleeping, books unopened. Kenneth notes this.
Ronnie awakes, '

KENNETH
Good morning. How was your
weekend?

RONALD

Great. How 'bout you?
The two walk towards the exit of the class.

KENNETH

Ronnle is
The bell rings.

Fine. 1If you don't mind getting

stoocd up.

RONNIE
(realizing)

I'm sorry. I completely forgot.

KENNETH
I'm sure you did.

RONNIE

I said ] was sorry. Can we please

terminate this.
Kenneth is hurt. Ronnie knows it.

RONNIE

Let’'s do something thls weekend.

Just me and you.

(CONTINUED)
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’ Ronnle takes off,

41.

KENNETH
Friday night?

RONNIE
No can do.

KENNETH
Saturday night?

RONNIE
I was thinking more like Sunday
afternoon.

KENNETH
(disappointed)
Great.
(sarcastic)
Let's do lunch.

RONNIE
Can't walt. Gotta go.

leaving an injured Kenneth. Kenneth's hurt

is compounded when he sees Ronnie join up with Big John and
Ricky down the hall.

- - — -
i

55 EXT. CINDY'S HOUSE - LATER THAT AFTERNOON

Ronnie wazhing a car. Pull back to reveal it's Cindy's car.

- He's working. Cindy relaxes on the grass next to her driveway,
| drinking a lemonade.

CINDY
When I offered you a ride home
it wasn't to get you to wash my
car.

RONNIE
I don't mind. Actually I kind
of like it.

CINDY
Your a hard worker. You always
seem to be doing something.
Work's not really my thing.

RONNIE
Cheerleading is hard work. You
do it well.

{CONTINUED)
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CINDY
I gquess. But I don't really do
much else, except shop and
hanqout.

RONNIE
Why nat? You could do anything
yYou want. Anything you put your
mind or heart into.

Cindy gets up. She offers Ronnie her lemonade.

CINDY
I'll be right back.

Ronnie smiles at her gesture. He drinks as he sprays the car,
then starts drying it. He's hot and sweaty. He stops to take
his shirt off.

Cindy runs out the front door and approaches Ronnie with a
clutter of papers. She hands the papers to Ronnie. She stands
there as he thumbs through them. Ronnie stops on one page and
reads.

RONNIE
You're braided into my thoughts.
You're bound within my soul. When g

we're apart you're still there
for me to hold.

Ronnie puts the papers down on the car. He's impressed.

. RONNIE
It's really nice. I didn't know
you wrote poetry.

CINDY
No one knows,.

RONNIE
Even Bobby.

Cindy nods 'no'.

RONNIE
Thanks for sharing these with me,

CINDY '
You'll keep it between us?
Promise.,

RONNIE
Promise. But you should be proud
of |t. ‘Yfou're talented.

" (CONTINUED)
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The mood 1s too seriocus. Cindy grabs the hose.

CINDY
And you're drenched.

Cindy changes the mood by hosing Ronnie. Ronnie retallates by
hitting her with a socaklng sponge. They battle on, than £fall
to the ground wrestling, laughing.

INT. MALL - MORMING

Cindy and Ronnle walk. Ronnle holds a 'hip' shirt up to his
body. He also carries another bag of clothing.

RONNIE
You really like 1t?

CINDY
It'1ll help, but you're still
missing one essential.

They stop in front of an Eyeglass store window. Cindy polnts
to a cool set of shades (Wayfarers, Vuarnet, etc.).

INT. EYEGLASS STORE
They enter the store, Cindy puts them on Ronnie.

‘ RONNIE
They're £79 dollars!

CINDY
Relax. It's on me.

Ronald is impressed. Cindy takes hils sunglasses and grabs an
identical looking pair from the bargain rack.

CINDY
$4.95 and you can't tell the
difference.

EXT. STREET - LATE AFTERNOON

Ronnie, wearing his new shirt, driving a very stylishly attired
Cindy, in her car, thru town at night.

CINDY
I can’t belleve you won't tell
me., Debbie's party? (no answer)
Bumper cars?

{CONTINUED)
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RONNIE
Nope. Since it's our last night.
I thought we could check out one
of my favorite places.

CINDY
Ah...Hahl! The gondola ride thru
the tunnel of love. C'mon Ron,
we outlawed that kind of stuff.

id.

Ronnie smiles as he pulls alongside a huge wall. The middle

of no where.

RONNIE
We're here,

CINDY
{looks outside)
Where's here?

Ronnie gets out and opens Cindy's door.
CINDY
I'm not getting out of the car
til you tell me where we are.

' RONNIE
Just follow me. You'll love it.

Ronnie walks to the wall. Cindy reluctantly follows.
starts to scale the wall. Cindy is shocked.

CINDY
Ronnie! -

Ronnle stops at the top of the wall.

CINDY
I'm supposed to climb over this
wall?

RONNIE
You can do it.

CINDY
You're nuts, I don't scale walls
on dates.

RONNIE

Ve've gone to a lot of your
places. And they were great. This
{s one of my favorites. It'll

v2 fuyn, Trust me.

Ronnie disappears over the wall. Cindy looks around
climbs.

Ronnle

and

S8



59

60

45.

EXT. AIRPLANE GRAVEYARD - LATER

Cindy lands cn her two feet. She turns. Her 3jaw drops In

amazement. We see her POV. Carcasses of vintage alrplanes and
hellcopters stretch for miles. It's eerle.

CINDY
Wo. 1I've heard about this place.
The alrplane junkyard.

RONNIE
Alzrplane graveyard.
(they walk past planes)
I come here by myself sometimes.
I can feel the engines roaring.
Hear the guns firing...this ia
history.

Cindy nods in agreement and awe as she touches a broken wing.

EXT. PLANE WING - DUSK

A large b-52 wing. The sun is going down. Red sky. Cindy and
Ronald s!t on the wing leaning against the cockpit. They are
very comfortable. They look cut on the mass of planes.

RONNIE
There's something real important
we need to discuss.

Cindy leans closer to Ronnie.

CINDY
I was kind of hoplng you'd bring
this up.

RONNIE

I'm too new at this., We'll have
to rely on your experience,

Cindy moves closer. She's ready for love.

CINDY
- [Let's just do it. I mean like
naturally, ne planning.

Cindy is puckered up and ready for the big kiss.

RONNIE
How should do we do our officlal
break-up on Monday?

Cindy is caught off guard. She straightens up and becomes
defensive.

{CONTINUED)
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CINDY
That's exactly what I was thinking
about, us ending our fake
relationship. I don't know who
belleved it, but whoever did, is
looney tunes. You and me golng
out.

RONNIE
Yeah. It does kinda seemn
unreallstic. You're the expert,
how do we break up? A bigq £fight?

CINMDY
Unnecessary. A simple dignified
ceremony is the best way to
protect your rep.

RONNIE
Me with a reputation. Wo!

Cindy now sits upright and rigid. Ronald has no idea she was
interested.

EXT. SCHOOL - MORNING

The grassy front of the school grounds. The 'cools' mill about.
Cindy sits on the steps as Ronald approaches. Ronald is
smiling, but Cindy is playing her role.

CINDY
We need to talk. Now.

RONNIE
Great. What's up?

Cindy stands as kids are honing in. Ronnie is still oblivious.

CINDY
1 think it's time for us to call
it quits.

Cindy winks at Ronnie. He now clicks 1n on cue, dropping his
book bag for effect. Raises his voice.

RONNIE
You're callin' it qults, I'm
callin' it history, as in ancient.

Cindy is surprised with Ronnie's tone. All watch. Oohs and aahs
from the spectators. Ronnie is getting animated, overdoing it.

(CONTINUED)
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CINDY
(softly)
Walilt a second. We have an
arrangement,

RONNIE
Wrong. I'm dropping you lika a
bad habit. You we're the one
draped all over me like a cheap
suit for three weeks., So I'm
dumping you, chump.

Cindy is shocked at how far this has gone.

RONNIE
Eell?
(Ronnie tries to cue
her)
What have you got to say?

Cindy is speechless. She shakes her head and punches Ronnie
in the face., The stunned Ronnie rocks backwards. Cindy storms
off. Quint approaches Ronnie and proudly pats him on the back.

QUINT
The Ron-sterl! You are one bad
ass dude.

Barbara and Patty.

BARBARA
Poor Cindy. It's awful the way
Ronnie qnnihilated her.

PATTY
I don't know what she saw in him.
He's such a, a... heartbhreaker.

BARBARA
Yea. That's |it.

Barbara and Patty look lengingly at Ronnie.

EXT. CINDY'S DRIVEWAY - THAT AFTERNOON A c

Cindy pulls her car in. Ronnie is there. He has a bandage on
his face. He carries his baok knapsack.

RONNIE
{cheerful)
That was a great act this morning.
That punch was so real.
{more)

(CONTINUED)
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We're talking an Oscar nominatien,
for sure,
CINDY

I guass we gave 'em a good show.

' RONNIE
I couldn't have done it without
| yYyou. What an exceilent three
" weeks. The parties, the games.,
) Your friends rzally took to me,
} because of you.

CINDY
Ron, it was like a job. You
' bailed me and I pretended that
| I liked you. I was only honoring
ocur contract.

' RONNIE

Well, it worked. Popularity sure
. beats being treated like a social
' leper.

‘ CINDY
T Popularity is a job, not a
) privilege. 1It's work and worries.
Work to stay in and worries not
to lose it., Remember, the Jacket?
Me trying to impress people.

RONNIE
I thought your popularity was on
automatic pilot?

CINDY
I wish.

Cindy starts for her house. Ronnie stops her. He pulls a
beautl ful leather bound notebook out of his knapsack and hands
it to Cindy. She dgesn't know what it is.

RONNIE
It's to keep your poetry in.

CINDY
(she's touched)
Thanks. Ron, whatever happens
with the popularity, stay
yourself, Don't change to please
them.

Cindy walks off. Ronnie watches her. He yells out.

(CONTINUED}
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RONNIE
Me change? ©Not a chance.

INT. HALLWAY - MORNING

The beginning of the bustling 'cool' hallway. Ronnie pauses
to observe. He |s dressed and moussed to kill. He even wears
his new shades. "Mr. Ultimate Bltchin'®. He beglns to strut,
not walk, the hall. It parts like the Red Sea for him. He's
high fiving Jocks, charming babes. He's obnoxlious. Ronnie
stops at Barbara and Patty. Tilts his shades.

RONNIE
Ladies. Lookin' fine this a.m.
BARBARA
{gushes)

Thanks Ronnle. Lookin' rather
tasty yourself.

Cindy is feet behind at her locker, sﬁe winces at Ron's wet
head.

PATTY
I love your hair. 1It's so, so...
saturated.

RONNIE
Nothing major, Just a little
mousse.

CINDY

(to herself)
Yeah. 42 gallons.

BARBARA
{(to Ronnie)
You're taking me to Friendly's
Saturday night.

Patty shoots Barbara a look to klll. Clindy !s about to gag.
Ronnie 1s caught off gquard.

RONNIE
Saturday, ahh...sure babe. 1
believe I've got that evening
liberated.

BARBARA
Wonderful.

Ronnie smiles and struts off. Clindy turns her back as he walks
past. Stay wlith Patty and Barbara.

(CONTINUED)
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PATTY
(plssed)
I was going to ask him out.

BARBARA
Relax, it's only September.

Cindy can't belleve her ears.

INT. CLASS - LATER 64

Biology. The class watches a Sex Ed. film. Ronnie sits behind
Kenneth. He has on the sunglasses. Kenneth talks to Ronnie.

KENNETH

Thanks f£riend. I haven't seen
nor heard from you in three weeks,
1 know you went out with Cindy.
But I shouldn't have to be
blo-degradable now that you're
Mr. Cool.

{Kenneth looks up front,

then back at Ronnle)
I'm not a mutant Ron. 1 realize
I may be obsolete in your new
world. But I'm not dead.

Kenneth waits for a response.

KENNETH
I'm Just asking for some respect.

Kenneth 1lifts Ronnle's glasSes. Ronnie 1s sound asleep.

EXT. STREET - NIGHT ' §¢

Cardboard. Pull back to reveal the cardboard covering the
*Tile-world” insignias on the station wagon. Ronnie s driving
Barbara in hils father's conservative flve door car. Wwe hear
some news on the "AM only"™ radlo, as Barbara £fiddles with the
radlo.

BARBARA
Got any tapes?

Ronnie hands her two tapes. She puts one on., It's a weak 60's
song.

BARBARA
Your dad sell aluminum siding?

(CONTINUED)
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RONNIE
No. He's vice-president of
Tile-World. Wwhy?

BARBARA
This car sort of reminds me of
my grandad's,

Ronnie nods. Barbara changes the tape, but gets more 60's
music.

BARBARA
When I said tapes. 1 was
referring to something post
paleczolc era.

RONNIE
{excited)
You =tudied anthzopology?

Barbara shoots him a puzzled look. Ronnie shrugs. 5Suess not.

INT. VIDEO PARLOR - LATER THAT NIGHT 6

Kenneth, Albert and Lester play video games in the parlor across
the street from Friendly's. They are the only people over age
twelve in the parlor. :

ALBERT
This is fun for a Saturday night.

A couple of TEN YEAR OLDE run by, bumping Lester.

INT. STATION WAGON &'

The back. Chuckie is wrapped in a blanket. Spying. Listening
to Ronnle and Barbara. A 60's tune on the cassette player.

RONNIE (0.5.)
Why did you ask me out?

BARBARA (0.8.)
Because you went out with Cindy.

RONNIE (0.5.)
{under his breath}
How sincere.

BARBARA (0.8.)
What?

(CONTINUED)
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RONNIE {0.58.)
I said how sensational.

BARBARA (0.5.)
For sure. ! figure if Cindy would
date you, why shouldn't I?
RONNIE
{(sazcastically)
Can't argue with that loglc.

BARBARA
Who could?

Chuckie rolls his eyes. He submerges under the blanket.

EXT. FRIENDLY'S 6!

It is loaded with cool cars, popular kids, blasting car sterzeos.
Rohnie approaches in the wagon.

INT. VIDEO PARLOR - LATER ' 6!

Kenneth, Albert and Lester spot Ronnlie's slow moving car from
the arcade. :

ALBERT
Hey, there's Ronald in his dad's
car.

LESTER

God I love station wagons. I can
£it my whole computer into the
back of my dad's Citation.

KENNETH
You may like it, but once the
cools see that car, they'll
temember who he is. He'll stick
out like an IBM at an Apple
convention.

The nerds crack up at the computer jargon joke. Kenneth smiles.

KENNETH
Reschedule the card game boys.
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EXT. FRIENDLY'S

Ronnle pulls Into a space In the lot. Hls car looks out of
place in the cool lot. Blg John, Ricky, Patty and other COOLS
approach the car as Ronnie and Barbara get out. Cindy observes
from a distance., She |s with a HANDSOME COLLEGE GUY.

' RONNIE
Yo dudes!

Silence. The kids stare at Ronnie's car like it was from outer
space, Blg John touches {it.

JOHN
Interesting mode of transport.
Kinda like plain wrap.

RONNIE
Well, I, ah...

RICKY
You dirty dogl! Don't be shifty
with the boys. This car is hectlic
dude. The primitive tunes put
the lady in the mood and you put
the two of you into this spacious
boudoir, complete with plush
blanket. Strategic my man, very
strateglc.

RONNIE
Well, I was going to get a buffed
out Corvette, but I...

. JOHN
But what? This is not a carx.
It's an unleaded love machline.
Can make some sweet sweat back
there, huh, Barb?

BARBARA
Ko complaints outta me.

Ronnie gives Barbara a look. Other jocks now admire the car.
Cindy is disbelieving.

INT. VIDEO PARLOR

Kenneth, Albert and Lester watch ERonnle.

LESTER
Those jocks have great taste.

(CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
Shut up Lester.
(looks at Ronnie)
I Just don't get it.

ALBERT

I quess we'ze looking for a new
fourth.

EXT. FRIENDLY'S LOT ' 7.
Chuckie peers from under his blanket out the opened back window.

Ronnie and Barbara walk across the lot. Patty approaches. She
hugs and kisses Barbara.

PATTY
Hi honey.

BARBARA
Hi Pats. You two keep my place.
I've got to hit the ladies room.
Barbara leaves, allowing Patty to corner Ronnle.
John and Ricky stand by the back of Ronnie's station wagon.
JOHN .
Feels like Godzilla's trying to
crawl ocutta my crevice.

Ricky and a few of the Jocks abruptly back away from John and
the station wagon. John backs up to the opened car window.

INT. STATION WAGON 7

chuckie's smile sours. His POV is John's ass., Here it comes.
Booooom!! Chuckie melts {into the blanket.

EXT. FRIENDLY'S 7
Patty holds Ronnie's arm in the parking lot.

PATTY
You're taking me to the Fall
Fallout dance in two weeks.

RONNIE
I am?

(CONTINUED)
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PATTY
Yep.

RONNIE
But what about Barbara, I thought
she was your best friend.

PATTY
She 1is.
RONNIE
(unsure)

Ahh...sure bahe, no problem.

Patty kisses his cheek and whispers in his ear.

PATTY
I bet your the sexlest dancer in
school.

RONNIE

You won that wager. 1 got moves
that defy the laws of gravity.

Patty grabs his butt as she walks away smiling, Ronnle talks
to himself.

RONNIE
Dancing? Moves? I gotta big
mouth. Shit?..

INT. BOY'S LOCKER ROOM -~ AFTERNGON 7

FOOTBALL PLAYERS mill about in various stages of uniform
undress. Ricky and John have thelr shirts and pads off. Mucho
swaat. PRonnle is wrapped in a towel, with swimming goggles on
his forehead. He's wet.

RICKY
You're on a roll big guy. First
Cindy, now Barbara. She choke
your chicken?

RONNIE
No. We went for £ish.

JOHN
C'mon Ronster. Cut the comedy.

Did she grease your rod?

RONNIE ‘
I don't think Barb takes auto
shop. :

(CONTINUED)
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RICKY
Let's get factual 4
get laid, down, ove

RONNIE

ude, Did you
r, Eucked?

No. We didn't go the distance.

All she wanted to d

JOHN
Sure. And we're sup
purchase that.

INT. GIRLS LOCKER ROOM

Patty and Barbara with some other Cheerleaders.

0 was kiss.

posed to

various stages and styles of underwear.

The girls

Cindy, on

INT. BOYS

Ricky and

PATTY
{to Barbaza)
How was he?

BARBARA

Wouldn't you like to know.

PATTY
I will.

all ooh! and aah!

the other side of the lockers, can't believe her

LOCKER ROOM - LATER

John wrapped in taowels. Ronnle drles off.

JOHN

You're telling us you and Barbara

only swapped spit.

RONNIE

Hey, lt was an off night for me.

How about you guys?

JOHN
Me? 1 was gettin®
hurdler. But old R

over like a
lcky's been

dating his left hand this

semester.

RICKY
And Irls counts?

(CONTINUED)
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JOHN
She counted to twice last night.

RICKY
At least the Ron-ster gets It from
giris that we can't get it from.

Rornie ralses his head proudly.

RONNIE
Well, we had ouz £un.

Ricky and John pat Ronnie on the back as they head for the
showers.

RICKY
You devil.

The boys walk off. Ronnle talks te himself.

RONNIE ,
Devil? I haven't even experienced
breasts yet.

INT. MILLER DEN - NIGHT

The €0's classic "INCENSE AND PEPPERMINTS™ wails as David tries
to £ix the TV set. No luck. He turns the volume down as
Chuckie and Judy enterx. -

CHUCKIE
I'm talkin' football players,
cheerleaders, local socialites.
He doesn't even assoclate with
the geeks anymore.

DAVID
I see nothing wrong with your
brother making new friends. He's
allowed to have fun.

CHUCKIE
He 1s? Anyway I was talkin' to
ma, dad. The dude is bordering
on weirdness,

JuDY
Chuckie has a polnt honey. I
haven't seen a4 book since school
opened.

DAVID
1 remember my senior year. And
1 juarantee, as we speak, my son
is doing something worthwhile.

77
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INT. JOHN'S HOUSE

A beer can pops open. Pull back to reveal Ronnie, who has two
tall boys. Ronnie ls tipsy. He offers a can to John.

JOHN
No way. Gotta a football game
tomorrow.

Ronnie drinks and offers the othez can to Ricky.

JOHN
Not cool Ron. To much drinkin®
isn't nappening.

Ronnle looks surprised as he chugs. He's wobbly, about to loose
it. Ronnle sits. John hands Ronnie a Hefty bag.

JOHN .
If you're going to toss, put your
head in the bag.
Ronnle proceeds to drunkenly crawl into the bag. It covers
practically his whole body, from the head down.

RICKY
Hey bag man, you are going out
with us the night before
Halloween? A little harmless fun.
Egg a couple of houses.

The bag moves,

RONNIE
(within the bag)
Let's throw omelettes.

The bag rolls over and plops onto the floor.

INT. RONNIE'S BEDROOM - MORNING

Ronnie groggily turns in bed as the light shines in his window.
He still has ¢n the clothes fxom the night before. His head

is pounding. He faces his clock. 12:22, Oh shit! He races
out of his room to the den. The TV is busted. He looks at the
clock. 12:23. A panicked Ronnie dashes into the kitchen to
find Chuckie watching wrestling on a 13" color portable.

RONNIE
(out of breath)
Hey Chuck, how ‘'hout letting me
watch your box for a few minutes.
The blg one is nuked.

CHUCKIE
No way, brewsky breath.

(CONTINUED)



80

59.

CONTINUED:

RONNIE
I Just need to see the end of
American Bandstand.

CHUCKIE
{(mocking laugh) -
I'm not giving up Bhudda Berkowitz
and the Human Waste versus the
Slime Twins s¢ you can watch a
bunch of Californla burnouts.

RONNIE
I'm begging Chuck.

CHUCKIE
0.K. What we have here is
something I learned in school.
The law of supply and demand.
I'll supply you the TV, and I
demand 2 bucks,

RONNIE
Wrong. That's not how that
economic theory works.

CHUCKIE
Give me a3 break. I learned |t
in Junlor high, not Harvard.

Ronnie locks at the clock. 12:26!!! Ronnle's pissed.

RONNIE
(moving towards Chuck)
Let me give you the theory of
relativity dwarf. If you don't
put on Bandstand now, I1'l1l have
one less relative.

Chuckie get's the hint, quickly moves around the channels until
he's finds some dancing. Must be Bandstand. Chuckie leaves.

Ronnie watches two contemporarily dressed black youths do a
weird, herky-jerky, spastic dance to some strange music. Ronnie
is confused. He talks to himself.

RONNIE
Must be a spotlight dance... some
ultra-new wave music,

Ronnie proceeds to slowly imitate the dancers. He looks strange
doing these spastic moves around the kitchen.

Chuckie watches through a crack in the door. Mesmerized.

(CONTINUED)
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Ronnie's spastically bouncing around. We hear a noise 0.5.
The garage door. Parents home. Ronnie hears this, does one
last move and runs out of the kitchen.

Chuckie re-enters, still shaking his head. He is about to
crhange the channel when the dance ends and a black man dressed
in native African garb comes on screen.

CHUCKIE
That ain't Dick Clark!

AFRICAN HOST
{on TV screen)

I would like to thank our two
exchange students from Lower
Swahili, Charles Kebanga and
Sunday Ubuke for performing
today's cultural segment. The
African Anteater Ritual.

Credits rell. "PBS African Cultural Hour". Chuckie cracks up.

INT. HIGH SCHOOL GYM ~ LATER THAT NIGHT

A typlcal high school dance. A LIVE BAND. Kids basically doing
the same arm swaying type dancing. TEACHERS chaperon the
activity. Ronnie struts in with Patty hanging all over him.

He has on his sunglasses in the dark room. Ronnle studies the
dancing. Rennie high fives Ricky, who is now with the tight
little bombshell, Iris. John is with Barbara.

Cindy is with anocther handsome COLLEGE GUY. The Ccllege Guy
puts arm around Clindy, she removes {t,

The Band cranks. Loud music. Partying.

INT. LESTER'S HOUSE - NIGHT
Quiet. Dull. Kenneth introduces Ronnie's replacement.

KENNETH
This i=s Donald.

We now see DONALD. He's a seventeen year o0ld ultra-nerd,

Albert and Lester stare.

LESTER
You play poker?

DONALD
What?
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INT. HIGH SCHOOL GYM - LATER 83
A frustrated Patty trles to grab Ronnle. He backs off,

PATTY
C'mon Ronnie, let's get out there,

RONNIE
{ nervous)
One minute babe, I don't quite
affiliate with this tune.

Ronnie subtlety trlies to rehearse hls moves. He's unsure.

Two teacher chaperones observe the action. The matronly MRS.
HAGMER .and the weasly MR. WEBBLY.

MRS. HAGMER
What a wonderful group of young
adults we have this year.

Mr., Webbly nods his approval.

EXT. DANCE ~ LATER 8¢

Kenneth tries to get the reluctant Albert, Lester and Donald
to enter the dance.

ALBERT
(to Kenneth)
It was your idea, you treat.

The geeks peer into the dance. From thelr POV they see the sexy
Iris walk by. Albert and Lester rush for their wallets.

INT. BQY'S BATHROOM - LATER g!

Ronnie practicing his moves alone fin the bathroom. He stops
as Mr. Webbly enters.

MR. WEBBLY
Hello Ronald, just checking the
bathrooms.

RONNIE
Good, cause I heard one of them
ran away last week.

Mr. Webbly does not find Ronnie's tone amusing.

MR. WEBBLY
Haven't seen you at any computer
or debating club meetings.

(CONTINUED)
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7 RONNIE
That makes sense. I didn't Join
them this term.

MR. WEBBLY
We have a new disk systam. I'm
sure you'd find it interesting.
Ronnie is uncomfortable with Webbly. He's starts to leave.
RONNIE

Sounds thrilling. I gotta get
back to my girl.

Ronnie leaves. The Mr. Webbly shakes his head.

INT. DANCE - LATER 8

Kenneth, Albert, Lester and Donald stand in an obscure corner
of the dance. They are barely visible, camouflaged behind

-hanging streamers and party decorations. They all wear Ronald

Miller trademark sunglasses in the flip-down attachment version.

ALRBERT
We passed up cards for this?

LESTER
We're ruining our eyesight.

KENNETH
I think the glasses are neat.

LESTER
I1£ you're {n the Secret Service.

KENNETH
Stop complaining. 1It's time we
got out and soclalized.

ALBERT
No one knows we're here,

Lester brushes aside some streamers affording a view of the
funloving, partylng students.

LESTER
{disappointed)
Almost no one, Da da dum-dum.

Quint and another huge GENERIC JOCK have seen the four geeks
and approach.

(CONTINUED)
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QUINT
It's a nerd herd!

The four nerds politely smile, hoping the Jocks will leave them.

QUINT
You wusses are going to give nerds
a2 bad name wearing these,

The two Jocks relieve the boys of their sunglass attachments.
The Jocks leave laughing, throwing the glasses In the trash.
The nerds make sure the Jocks aren't coming back.

ALBERT
(takes a deep breath)
Now that the humiliaticn is out
of the way, let's mingle.

Kenneth neds and the nerds exit the cloud of decorations.
Another JOCK walks by and the nerds bgck-up Into hiding again.

INT. DANCE - LATER
Ronnie delivers Patty a cup of punch. She's frustrated.
PATTY
I'm becoming a punchahelic. This
is a dance Ronnie.

RONNIE
Then let's dance!

Ronnie swallow= hard, grabs Patty by the hand and storms onto
the dance floor during a lull In the music. Ronnie |s
determined. A powerful rocker cranks up. Ronnie closes his

eyes and fully goes for it. He does the AFRICAN ANTEATER
RITUAL!

QUICK REACTIONS TO RONNIE'S DANCING:
1) Patty stops dancing and looks at Ronnie. She's shocked
2) Two FRESHMEN GIRLS dancing, stop and gawk at Ronnie.

FRESHMAN 1
What a spazlowski!

FRESHMAN §2
He must be in special ed.

3) Cindy can't believe her eyes. She stops dancing.

(CONTINUED)
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4) Mrs. Hagmer 1is shocked.

MRS. HAGHMER
Shouldn't we do scomething?

Mr. Wepbly Just smiles. He knows better.
The Band is shocked,
5) Kenneth, Albert, Lester and Donald perplexed. 1In unison.

KEN/LES/AL/DON
The African Anteater Ritual?

6) John and Barbara have stopped dancing as has Ricky and Iris.
The whole place watches Ronnlie, who dances away, eyes closed,
obllvious to the scene he's caused,

JOHN

Shit Ricky, if Ronnle's doing 1t.
It must be a new dance.

RICKY
It's weird, but he's cool.

IRIS
He sure is. Let's go for {t.

John, Barbara, Ricky and Iris start doing the spastic dance.
CUT BACKS:
1) The Freshmen girls decide to do {t.

FRESHMAN B2
I thought it was a spaz dance?

FRESHMAN #1
{yells over noise)
I said jazz dance.
The Freshmen really go for it. All the kids now deo it.
2) Mrs. Hagmer has to be restralned by Mr. Webbly.
MRS. HAGMER
what an immoral group of young
rowdies we have this year.

3) Cindy exits the dance flcor. Her College Guy date follows.
They are the only two to leave the dance floor.

4) A stunned Kenneth, Albert, Lester and Donald.
{CONTINUED)
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ALBERT
! I don't comprehend it.

LESTER
I don't believe it.

| KENNETH 7
y He can't do anything wrong.

The four nerds head for the exit. Their spirits are down.

! DONALD

(upbeat)
Thanks guys. This was a lot of

! £fun.

Ronnie opens his eyes. He sees everyone doing his dance. He
} smiles and starts dancing again, with even more gusto.

83 EXT. FRIENDLY'S PARKING LOT - LATER THAT NIGHT

{ The lot is filled with the high school elite. The vast

L _ majority of cars are conservative family four door types. In
bTNG place of blaring music are a bunch of 60's tunes. The bad ones.
E Several COOLS hover around Rennie and Patty, who lean on
) Ronnie's car.

RICKY

That dance was intense.
JOHN
I almost sprained an ankle.
IR1S
Where did you get those hot moves
from?
RONNIE
I got soeme friends in exotic
places.
PATTY
[ Rio?
IRIS
Paris?
RONNIE

L. No. Really exotic...Hollywood.
I {CONTINUED)
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The crowd of listeners is vary impressed. A few oohs and aahs.

Iris is giving Ronnle some sensual looks, even as she has her
arm around Ricky, and Patty has her arms around Ronnie.

BARBARA
What's it called?

RONNIE
(bumbling)
Ummm...it's called faking.

RICKY ‘
It musta replaced breaking.

All thé kids nod in agreement. Ronnie disengages himself from
Patty, does a quick African move and heads across the lot to
Friendly's. Cindy exits with one ice cream cone.

RONNIE
Yo! Cind babe.

CINDY
(irritated)
The name is Cindy. Don't ever call
me babe. .

RONNIE
! just wanted to say hello.

CINDY
Then just say it.

RONNIE
Hey, get tranquil. I'm only trying
to be friendly.

CINDY
Be friendly with your flock.

RONNIE
I owe all my friends to you.

CINDY
1 don't want credit for this.
They're are making fools of
themselves, I've seen zombies
with more individuality.

Cindy turns and begins to walk away.

RONNIE
where you going?

(CONTINUED)



aa

89

67.

CONTINUED: (2]

CINDY
(stops)
It's dripping, Donald.

Ronnie just shrugs. Cindy walks away. Ronnle watches her offer

the cone to the College Guy, who hands it back with a glaze.
She licks off the drips. Now he takes it from her.

INT. RONNIE'S CAR - LATER THAT NIGHT

Ronnie and Patty sit in the big front seat of his family wagon.
Far apart. They are parked. A slow 60's tune moods it up.

PATTY
You're awful far away.

RONNIE
Sorry.

Ronnie moves an inch closer. Still far apart. Patty unbuttons
her top button.

PATTY
You inte long distance
relationships?

RONNIE
No.

Patty starts to unbutton her shirt. Ronnie utters some nervous
sounds as he moves another lnch cleoser.

PATTY
Then why don't you reach out and
touch someone.

Patty snaps her bra open. Two, count 'em, two large breasts
pop cut. Ronnie squirms away from Patty. He leans against the

far window.

PATTY
Have you ever seen two like these?

RONNIE
(stuttering)
Well. My parents do have cable,

Patty laughs and moves closer to Ronnle. He's new to this
stuff.

PATTY
Aren't you going to caress me?

(CONTINUED)
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Ronnie is frozen. Patty puts on the sensual tones. Leans.
PATTY
I want you to feel me, Explore

me...

Patty grabs Ronnie's hand and places it on her breast. He finds
courage.

RONNIE
Well, 1t 1= Columbus day.

Patty purrs a giggle. Ronnie's boeody follows his hand. They kiss
as he continues to fondle her breasts with one hand. His other
hand goes down to her belt buckle. She grabs the wandering hand
and places 1t on her other breast. Ronnlie shrugs, then grins,
as he goes back to klssing., They disappear from view.

EXT. STATION WAGON - SAME TIME
Qutside, looking in. We can barely see them entangled.

, RONNIE (0.5.)
Thank you Lee Iacocca...

»

INT. RONNIE'S ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT

A light under the covers in the pitch black room. We go under
the covers to reveal a flashlight on a calendar.

RONNIE (0.S5.)
Seventeen years, three months and
five days. That's a long time
to wait for some tit.

Blackout...

EXT. MILLER HOUSE - DUSK

Ronnie exits his front door where Chuckie and David are hooking
up a hose by the porch. Ronnie has on dark clothes.

: DAVID
No mischief. You hear. That
includes eggs, tomatoes, tollet
rolls, ringing doorbells...

RONNIE
Have a little faith dad.

We hear a horn honking 0.5. Ronnie waves goodbye.

89
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93 EXT. CINDY'S HOUSE - SAME TIME

cindy, Patty and Barbara exit, passlng ROCK, a 45 year-old

"lounge-1llz2ard”, complete with whlte sult and enough jewelry
to choke Mr. T.

PATTY
Funny costume!
CINDY
What costume? That's his

wardrobe,

They walk to Cindy's car. They stop. The car windows have been
socaped!l

PATTY
They still do Mischief Night.
Real mature.

. CINDY
I wonder if all the guys are being
Jerks tonight.

94 INT. VAN - LATER

John drives. Ricky and John are dressed in black, with black
faces. Ricky shows Ronnle an assortment of projectlles.

RICKY
We got ripe red, plump tomatoes,
farm fresh eggs...

RONNIE
Any hash browns?

RICKY
And the plece' de resistance,.
({Ricky pulls out a £foul
smelling and locking
plastic bag)
The shit bomb!

RONNIE
(holds nose)
Humanoid feces?

RICKY
No. Doggy doo. But it's Just
as efficient.

Ricky hands Ronnie shoe pollsh.

(CONTINVUED)
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RONNIE
{puts on black face)
wWhose house we doin'?

JOHN
A classic. 1It's a tradition.
We've nalled the same house four
stralght years. They're total
geeks. We out strategize 'em
every time., 1It's fun.

Ricky examines Ronnle's make-up.

EXT. HOUSE - SAME TIME 8!

A NERDY MAN addresses two boys. We conly see the two boys from
the back. The SMALLER BOY wears an army uniform and helmet.
He's lnto 1t.

NERDY MAN
(to Smaller Boy)
This year we get those vandals.
I'11 patrol the back. Junlor,
in the bushes with the hose.

SMALLER BOY
{salutes)
Water cannon sir.

NERDY MAN

{to Blgger Boy)
And most Important son is your
mission. Drop that net on any
punk’ that goes near ouxr front
door. I'm going to personally
deliver one of these vandals to
the police.

The camera now reveals the bigger boy. Kenneth!

EXT. STREET - LATER 9
The van is slowing. The lights are turned off as it moves.

The van stops.

INT., VAN - SAME TIME

John points.

JOHN
There's the target.

{CONTINUED)
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Ronnle looka. He recognlzes it, Kenneth's house, He's stuck
now.

ROQMNNIE
{to himself)
Oh shit...
{to Ricky and John)
I know a better house,

JOHN
Thi=s 13 our senlor year. Qur last
mission.

RICKY

Tradition. Let's go.

Ricky opens the van door and pulls Ronnie out with him. John
exits the front.

EXT. STREET - SAME TIME : 9

Cindy, Patty and Barbara In Cindy's car.

BARBARA
(to Patty)
Pretty greedy not sharing Ronnie.
You've had him two weeks.

CINDY
You mean she attacked him for two
weeks.

PATTY

Wo. First of all you still have
Bobby. Secondly, if I recall,
you dumped Ronnle. That made him
public property.

CINDY
Real romantic. He sounds like
a restroom. I Just didn't think
my best friends would be scraping
and clawlng toc go cut with him.

BARBARA
why not? He's cute, sweet...

PATTY
Good. ..

They both shoot Patty a look.

{CONTINUED)
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PATTY

{coyly)
| A lady never talks.
_ CINDY
Next time I see one I'll remember
i that.
]
' 99 EXT. HOUSE - LATER. 9
}
Ricky, John and Ronnie huddle in the nelghbor's bushes dividing

| up the bombs.

RICKY
) Plece of cake. We divert ‘em on
A each flank and you shit bomb the
, front door. Simple.
|
‘ Before Ronnle can protest, they're off into the darkness.

» Leaving him the shit bomb,

| 100 EXT. WURMAN HOUSE ~ SAME TIME ' 10

g MR. WURMAN walks the back porch with flashlight. LITTLE WURMAN
K iz in the bushes with a hose and Kenneth holds a :ope, hidden
behind a big vase on the front porch.

Ricky is polsed behind a tree with tomatoes. John is at the
other side of the house with eggs ready.

: Ricky throws a tomato. It knocks the £lashlight out of Mr,
Wurman's hand. Mr. Wurman falls. Little Wurman hears this,
drops the hose and heads towards the back porch. John showers
him with eggs. All hell has broken loose. Ricky yells to
Ronnlie,

RICKY
Do it. Nowill

Ronnie hesitates. Ricky yells again. We hear John yell.
Ronnie takes a deep breath and runs to the front door and throws
the shit bomb. Direct hit. As he turns to escape a net falls

i over his head. He's trapped and struggling. Kenneth flips on
the flood lights. Rlicky and John take off for safety.

KENNETH
{vyelling)
I got one of them!
e Mr. Wurman and Little Wurman are tangled in the hose.

{CONTINUED)
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MR. WURMAN
Hold the little bastard!!

Kenneth approaches the struggling prisoner. He now rzecognlizes
Ronnie. Kenneth is shocked. Ronnie's trembling.

MRE. WURMAN
(off stage)
I'm coming!!

The two former best friends stare at each other. BEAT...BEAT...
Kenneth 1lifts the net allowlng Ronnle to eacape Ilnto the
darkness just as his Father and Brother arrive, late.

KENNETH
There must of been a hole in the
net.

MR. WURMAN

(frustrated)
We'll get them next year.

KENNETH
I don't think so.
INT. CINDY'S CAR -~ SAME TIME _ 1¢

The girls drive by a running Ricky and John. Ronnle brings up
the rear.

EXT. WURMAN HOUSE - MORNING 1

Ronnie knocks on the window adjacent to the front dcor. Waits.
No answer. He leaves. We rnow see the door. It has a "WET
PAINT™ sign con it.

We see a curtain move in Kenneth's house. Kenneth looks out
at Ronnie walking away.

INT. MANCINI HOUSE - LATE AFTERNOON 1

Cindy and Mrs. Mancini begin to clear the the dining room table
of their sparse 'Thanksgiving' supper.

MRS. MANCINI
Seeing Brent tonight?

[{CONTINUED)
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CINDY
{not too thrilled)
Yea. A movie.
{Cindy picks up the
turkey)
How about you?

MRS. MANCINI
I'm going out with Rock.

CIMNDY
Again? Don't you deserve bettar
mom?

Mrs. Mancini half nods in agreement as Cindy exits with the
turkey.

104 INT. MILLER HOUSE - NIGHT 10

'Thanksgiving' supper in the Mliller dining room. David finishes
slicing some turkey. Chuckie is demonstrating a mini-gulllotine
chopplng off the head off a doll dressed as a 18th Century
French nobleman. No one, especially Ronnie, can eat while this
demonstration is occurring. It's gross.

CHUCKIE
This is going to lock me an A in
French class. Down comes dad's
schick blade and off with this
booger's head,.

Chuckie demonstrates. The doll’'s head rolls onto the table.

DAVID
Interesting work Chuck.
CHUCKIE
I love show n' tell.
RONNIE
Looks more like show n' smell to

Chuckie glares at Ronnle, then evilly smliles as he pulls an
envelope from beneath the table.

CHUCKIE
Smell this sibling.

DAVID
Do I detect a report card?

Chuckie proudly hands David his card, then eyes Ronnlie.

(CONTINUED)
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CHUCKIE
Let's see yours Ron.

Chuckie releases the guillotine again. The heads rolls to
Ronnie's plate,

RONNIE
I didn't get mine yet,

CHUCKIE
You're the only one from
kindergarten to college who
didn't.

DAVID
You didn't get yours?

RONNIE
(pl==ed)
Let me repeat. I d4id not get my
» report card!

DAVID
Relax. There's no need to raise’
your volce,

L Ronnie lowers his head and eats his turkey.

105 EXT. MOVIE THEATER - NIGHT | 10!
Cindy approaches a movie theater with the another handsome

tollege guy, BRENT. Brent doesn't even hold the door open for
her and it almost hits Cindy in the face.

106 INT. MOVIE THEATER 10¢

They stop in the lobby at the refreshment area. Brent throws
some loose bills to Cindy. A few fall to the £floor.

BRENT

Chill dog, some nachos, extra

peppers, medium popcorn and a

large orange, Very little ice.
Brent walks to the Men's Room entrance. Cindy plicks the dollar
bills off the floor. She's pissed.

', 107 INT. MILLER HOUSE - LATER L0

David reads Chuckie's grades.

(CONTINUED)
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N . DAVID
l1a, 3B's, 2C's. Bravo!

JuDY
{proudly)
Big improvement Chuckie.

RONNIE
I Big deal. 3R's, 2C's? 1I've baan
_ getting straight A's since blrth.

CHUCKIE
Seo.

RONNIE
{pissed)
So? So you're all questioning
the whereabouts of my report card.

Real fair.
» JuDY

Aren't you overreacting?
t CHUCKIE
[ Yea. 1It's only parental concern
S bre.
AN

RONNIE

(points at Chuckie)
Here's the primate example.
| You're raising a doll chopping
homicidal maniac. And what do
you do every time you see him?
You give him money. Great!

DAVID
I think we've heard encugh! Now
you can apologize to your mother
and brother.

Ronnie gets up and leaves. David is about to follow until Judy
waves him down.

CHUCKIE
Chilling!
[
DAVID
Shut up!
CHUCKIE

. L ! was talkin' to ma, dad.

P JUDY
Zhut up Chuck!
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108 INT. THEATER LOBRBY - LATER ) 10¢

Brent exits the bathrcom. Cindy stands there loaded down with
two trays. He offers no assistance.

BRENT
I thought I said extra peppers.

CINDY
(too herself)
How thoughtless of me.

BRENT
I don't want to miss the
beginning.

Brent enters the theater, leaving the loaded down Cindy to fend
for herself. She stands there. Brent comes back out.

BRENT
You coming or not?

CINDY
Not!

Cindy dumps the entire tray on Brent and storms out of the
lobby.

109 INT. RONNIE'S ROOM - & 10

We see a report card. 1€, 3D's, 1F, 1 Incomplete. Pull back

to reveal Ronnle looking at his report card. He shakes his head
in disgqust and falls onto his bed. A knock on the door. Ronnie
guickly rolls cver onto his report card. David enters. He sees
Ronnie sguirming on his stomach. The report card iltches.

RONNIE
Just have an itch on my stomach.

DAVID
Scratching might help.

Ronnie stops sqguirming.

RONNIE
I know why you're here. And 1'll
apologize to mom and Chuck. Sorcy
I got so hyper.

DAVID
(disappointed]
There goes that speech.

(CONTINUED])
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RONNIE
Sorry dad. Go ahead and make the
speech.

DAVID

Lighten up on Chuck. Remember,
this is a family. We stick with
each other. Wwhat's ours is yours.
0.K?

They smile at each other as David turns to leave,

RONNIE
0.K. ... Dadr?
David stops. Looks back.
RONNIE

Can you spot me a twenty?

David drops a twenty on Ronnie's desk as he exits. Ronnie

smiles and talks to himselEf.

RONNIE
Sure beats mowin' lawns.

INT. MANCINI HOUSE - NIGHT
Cindy enters. Stops as she sees her mom.

CINDY
What are you doing home?

MRS. MANCINI

You were right. I do deserve
better.

Cindy smiles. Hugs her mom,

CINDY
That makes two of us.

They separate. Mrs. Mancini holds Cindy's shoulders.

MRS. MANCINI
How about a late movie?

CINDY
It's a date.

They laugh. Arm and arm they exit.

10
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INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY -~ MORNING
Kenneth exits class with Ronnie in hot pursuit.
RONNIE

C'mon Ken. It's been long enough.
Let me explain., Talk to me.

Kenneth won't even look at Ronnie. Ronnie follows him until
he sees John and Ricky come around the corner. Ronnie now

pretends he is yelling at someone.

RONNIE

Have it your way psycho, but you
aln't invited,

RICKY
Invited to what, where and when?

RONNIE
All you dudes are invited to my
house New Year's day to scope the
bowl games. My mom's investing
in two six foot subs and she makes
the best homemade chocolate cake
this =ide of Ms, Sara Lee.

JOHN
Book us a couch.

They.high five as they walk down the hallway. They stop.

RICKY
Somebody wants your ass.

Ricky and John ooooh and aaaah.

RONNIE
wWho?

Ronnie looks confused.

RICKY
A damsel in distress. A wench
in waiting.

JOHN
A nymph in need.

Ricky and John rush off. Ronnie's still confused.

RONNIE
What?

(CONTINUED)

111



111

80.

CONTINUED:

Ronnle turns. Iris leans on her locker staring seductively at
him. [NOTE: The lockers are decorated in the Christmas spirit].

Iris has him In her sights. Ronnie stares at Iris. A tap on
his shoulder startles Ronnie. He turns to see a smiling Cindy.
CINDY

(upbeat)

Hi. Long time no talk.

RONNIE
Yeah. I°'ve been kinda ocf busy.

CINDY
I thought you and I could check
out the graveyard library again.

Cindy is only kldding, being nice. Ronnle doesn't appreciate
the humor.

RONNIE
You're not under contractual
obligation te me anymore.
Remember.

CINDY
I know. 1 just thought that maybe
we could spend some time together.

RONNIE
Why?

Quint approaches his locker. Ronnie sees him, Cindy doesn't.
He's within hearing range.

CINDY
Because I like being with you.

RONNIE
what? You lignored the Donald
Miller dork for 17 years.
{locks at Quint, raises
his voice)
Now that !'m the Ron~ster you
suddenly want to be with me again.

CINDY
I don't understand.
RONNIE
I do. You want to ride the Ronnie

Miller express.

{ CONTINUED)
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CINDY
(hurt)
I don't want to ride the Ronnie
Miller anything.

Quint glves Ronnie a 'raised' fist of approval as he 1ea#es.
Ronnie then looks at Iris, who is smiling at him.

RONNIE
Looks like you're the only one.

Cindy lcoks at Iris sensually pouting towards Ronnie.

CINDY
Big challenge. She's given more
rides than Greyhound.

RONNIE
At least her ticket won't cost
me a thousand bucks.

Cindy i{s hurt beyond repair. She loocks at Ronnie, shakes her
head and storms off. Ronnie feels some instant remorse. Takes
a few steps towards the fleeing Cindy, but is blocked by Iris,.
Ronnie manages a smile for the sex kitten.

EXT. HQUSE - NIGHT

Cars jammed in the driveway, on the street. Quint pulls up on
a motorcycle. He rides his bike up the sidewalk and onto the

porch. Parks. Pulls a bottle of wine from his bike pouch and
opens the door. Quint pounds his f£ists as he snaps his fingers.
QUINT
Quin-ton is in. Let the fun

begin.

Quint is totally ignored by the reveling party goers.

INT. HOUSE
The big New Year's Eve party is on full blast. All the ‘cools’
are here. Strictly A list. ©Drinking, mingling, hats,

noisemakers. John and Ricky bump into each other. John's date
is the Cute Sophomore who learned where the sperm gland is.
John's date is out of =arshot.

JOHN

She's pretty hot.
RICKY

I[f you're into Q-tips.

(CONTINUED)
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JOHN
What?

RICKY
Be careful. This one's heavily
into ears.

John looks confused as he grabs the Sophomore Girl and wélks
away.

The punch bowl. Cindy's scaklng it up. She's tipsy. BRarbara
enters with a jug of pink punch. Cindy has on the infamous
white jacket.

CINDY
Powerful punch Barb.

BARBARA
I didn't pour the punch in yet.
That's straight 112 procf.

Doesn't faze Cindy. She drinks more. Barbara pets the idacket.

BARBARA
The ultra-intense jacket.
CINDY
Yea. My mom said I could wear
it. ’
BARBARA
No way.
CINDY
I just asked and she said yes.
BARBARA
(amazed)

Progrezsive concept.
Quint has the attention ¢f a very ATTRACTIVE GIRL.

QUINT
Being a senicor adds sophistication
to your character. I've learned
to apprecliate the finer things
in 1ife.

The Attractive Girl appears impressed.
(CONTINUED)
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QUINT
I even travel with my own wine.
¥You never know the gquality you
may encounter at a seocial
function.

Quint twists the top off cheap bottle of wine.

ATTRACTIVE GIRL
Very classy.

QUIKT
Yea. I'm into class. It's my new

thing. .
Quint chugs the wine. The girls rolls her eyes. She knows
better.

ATTRACTIVE GIRL
How impressive, Must be an
import.

QUINT
Of course. New York State.

Plattsburgh, 1 believe.

ATTRACTIVE GIRL
Excuse me Mr. Quintessential, but
I have to blow dry my face,.

An insulted Quint turns to chase the departing girl and grabs
some nearby JOCK.

QUINT
Who was that uppity babe?

JOCK
A brand new transfer from Chicago.

QUINT

{happy again)
Makes sense. I haven't lost it!

I need a local. Yo babe...

A CUTE GIRL approaches Quint. She's excited, but not bright.

CUTE GIRL
Ricky and John told me you're a
gourmet,

QUINT

No shit? How about some of my

personal stock? Rare vintage.
The Cute Girl chugs the wine. Quint is smiling again. He's
in!
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INT. HOUSE - LATER

Hear the party noise 0.S. Cindy wobbles down a dim, empty
hallway, drink in hand. The girl is wasted. She opens a door.
A sneaker flies past her head. She closes the door. Clindy
tries another door. 1It's locked. Cindy opens a third door and
enters a dimly lit room. She hears voices and approaches
ancther door, cracked opened. She stops a few feat from the
slightly opened door.

INT. BATHROOM

The dim beam of light entering the bathroom reveals Ronnie and
Iris. Ronnie sits on the closed toilet, 1Iris leans against
the shower door. They are clothed.

IRIS
I like being near you. The
hottest guy in school.

RONNLE
You're with me because I'm a
bigshot. The way the football
players are during the season.

IRIS
I only go out with dignitaries
and high school heads of state.

Ronnie grins as he leans towards Iris. He puts his hand on her
leg.

Cindy watches.

IRIS
You mean a lot to me. I want to
know that you'll respect me in
the morning.

RONNIE
{sensually)
Babe...you're braided into my
thoughts. You're bound within
my soul.

Ronnie pulls her panties down from under her skirt as she undoes
his shirt.

Cindy's face is contorted with hurt and anger. She can't stop
watching.

Ronnle goes for the close.

(CONTINUED)
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ROMNIE
When we're apart, you're still
there for me to hold.

Iris swoons. She takes off her shirt. Leans Ronnie back and
she wraps herself around him.

Cindy freaks, sllently. She leaves. Stumbling out of the room.

INT. HOUSE - LATER 11

The living room is alive with activity. Jocks play 'Bobbing

€£or Beer' (dunking your head in a tub of water to 1lift a beer,
by the plastic six-pack wrapper, with your teeth) with John,

his Sophomore date, the Generic Jock and Quint. Ronnie and Iris
approach, hand in hand. Tight. 1In lust.

QUINT
11:27. T minus 33 minutes!

Ronnle sgueezes Iris.

RONNIE
This is the only way to fly. True
friends and a loyal lady.

John raises a beer.

JOHN
I'11 drink to that. This sure
beats watchin' Dick Clark watchin'
a bunch of people watch a ball
drop.

RONNIE
Or worse. Being stuck in a car
at midnight. That's the complete
loser situation.

They all nod in agreement. Iris raises a beer.

IR1S
A toast to the Ron-ster!

JOHN
Our maln man.

The group heartily toasts a beamlng Ronnie.

RONNIE
May next year kick this year's
ass!!
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EXT. HOUSE - PORCH

A hand knocks on the front door. Pull back from the hand to
see the back of a jacket. University of Texas Fooctball. The
front door opens. It's Ricky. Ricky's POV. BOBBY HILTON.
Cindy's boyfriend. Good locking, big. Bobby enters. They
shake. ;

RICKY
Damn Bobby! What the 'hell are
you dein' here?

BOEBBY
I just got off the plane from
Texas. Haven't even unpacked yet.

RICKY
I saw the touchdown on TV. Some
serious moves dude.

BOBBY )
Thanks man. You seen Cindy?

Bobby locks into the main room. Bobby sees Ronnile as the centar
of attention. He is apprecached by Quint and the Generic Jock.

QUINT
The man. The myth. What's
happenin' star?

Quint hugs Bobby as the Generic Jock pats Bobby on the back.

BOBBY
{looks at Ronnie)
Quin-TON. Who's Iris' victim?

QUINT
You got it backwards buddy. He's
victimizing her. Reonnie Miller's
nailed every babe in school.

Bobby thinks for-a second.

BOBBY
Ronnie Mi{ller! He's 180'd! He
couldn't get nailed in wood shop.

RICKY
Well, he's reached legendary
status around these parts.

BORBY
Need [ remind you boys. You ain’'t
a legend til you've scored the
captain of the cheerleaders.

{ CONTINUED)
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Ricky, Quint and the Generic Jock all give each other a look.

No one knows what to say. Bobby looks at his friends
suspiciously.

BOBBY
Not possible. No fuckin' way.

Ricky, Quint and the Generic Jock stare at their feet. Bbbby

grabs Quint.

BOBBRY
C'mon Quint. Don't think of
holdin' out on me.

Quint reluctantly nods 'ves'. Bobby moves past the guys.
spots Cindy, grabs her arm and drags her into the kitchen
Patty and Barbara.

Patty and Barbara stand at the kitchen door.

PATTY ‘
Cindy and Bobby's relatlonship.
It's so totally together,

Barbara nods in agreement.

John successfully bobs a beer. He pops the top and gives
te Ronnie.

He
past

it

Inaudible screaming can be heard from the kitchen. Some of the

partiers pick up on it.

Cindy and Bobby burst out of the kitchen. Cindy trails Bobby,
red faced. Bobby nearly knocks cover Patty and Barbara, who were

trying to listen in at the door.

CINDY
We we're only faking.
BOBBY
Bullshitt
CINDY
It was an act., He paid me.
BOBBY
Then you're a fucking prostitutel
The young revelers gquiet down. Bobby turns and leaves.
turns to face Ronnie. Tipsy and upset she yells.
CINDY
You!!

(CONTINUED)
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The party ls silent, except for the stereo. Cindy throws her
drink. It hits the turntable, the music stops. 1It's now
quieter than an E.F. Hutton commercial. Cindy looks directly
at Ronnie. Iris hangs on him. ;

CINDY
It's all because of you and your
fuckin' deal. Even Bobby thinks
we really went out., Hal!

Cindy is a combination of laughter and crying.

CINDY
(locks around the room)
You all believed we were a couple.
What a Jjoke! He paid me $1000
to pretend I liked him. He bought
me off. To buy you.

Kids are starting to back away from the stunned Ronnie. Even
Irls releases her grip.

CINDY
He knew you'd worship him 1f we
went out. He was sick of beling
a nobedy.

Barbara tries to calm Cindy, but is brushed aside.

CINDY
Ha-ha. The cars. That stupid
dance. What a bunch of followers,
At least I got paid. He used
us...

A wobbly Cindy almost falls., Patty and Barbara grab her and
exit for the kitchen. Some of the stunned and silent 'cools'
begin to leave the room. Others just move away from Ronnle.
Ricky and John linger.

RONNIE
Ricky...John...

Ricky and John reluctantly turn their backs. Ronnle's eyes are
red. He's in shock. It's deathly qQuiet. He stands alone in
the middle of the room. All backs are turned on him. Ronnie
talks to anybody who will listen. No one does.

RONNIE
Yo. Cuys. There's some major
communications problem here.
(more)

(CONTINUED)
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RONNIE (Cont'd)
Guys?
(no acknowledgement)
Well, I ah, we'll clear it up
tomorrow. Everything's cool.

Ronnie backs out of the rocm. Shunned.

Ronnie bumps into Iris, who is trying to hide behind a béker's
rack in the foyer. Ronnle looks at the fidgety Iris.

IRIS
I don't know you.
RONNIE
You sure knew me earlier.
IRIS
I don't know what you're talking

about.

Iris leaves before Ronnie can utter a word. He turns and looks
4t the backs that were turned on him. He then opens the door
and exit=s into the cold night air. Alone. Ronnie hears the
music crank back up in the house.

EXT. STREET - LATER ' 11

Kenneth, Albert, Lester and Donald in a car, stopped at a red
light.

. ALBERT
I can't belleve we're not watching

Dick Clark.

KENNETH
At least we got out. We can see
all the parties going on.

LESTER

That we weren't invited to.
ALBERT

11:49 and we're in an 0lds 938.
DONALD

Gosh. This is fun.

Kenneth shoots Donald a look. He then looks out the window.
(CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
{pointing)
It's better than walking around
alone. Like that poor loser.

The four nerds all noed in agreement. The light turns green and
the Qlds takes ofE. ‘

The loser walking alone. It's Ronald.

[¥e]

EXT. MILLER HOUSE =- LATER : 11

-Ronald sees the lights and warmth of his home. Ronald

approcaches the picture window. Ronald peeks in to see Chuckie's
pre-teen New Year's eve party. A dozen TWELVE YEAR QLDS have
noisemakers, music, soda, chips. Ronald has his face pressed
agalinst the glass. He hears inside.

A couple does the African Anteater Ritual.

INT. MILLER HQUSE 12¢
Inside the house. Ronald's POV.

PRE-TEEN GIRL
(to Chuckie)
Your brother zeally invent this
dance?

CHUCKIE

(proudly)
Sure did. The man is king! He's
the prince of parties. Ronnie
knows all, does all, invents all.

{the pre-teens are

impressed)
He's at three parties with ten
girls as we speak. He probably
won't even be home tonight.

The Pre-teens are all very impressed.

EXT. MILLER HOUSE ' 12

Ronnie shivering on the porch., He realizes he can't go in the
house. He stares at the pre-teens jumping up and down. It must
be the New Year. Ronnie walks to. the side of his house. He
hears fireworks and horns honking in the distance.

(CONTINUED)
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Ronnle apprecaches a shed and enters it. It's his lawnmower
shed. He grabs a burlap bag and wraps himself in it, lying on
a bed of grass and leaves. What a way to greet the new
year...alcne. A teardrop £falls down his cheek.

FADE TO BLACK

INT. MILLER KITCHEN - MORNING 12:

Judy is putting the icing on a chocolate caka. Chuckie
organizes soda and chips. David unloads two six foot sub
sandwiches.

JUuDY
You sure we shouldn't call
someone. It's 11:30.

CHUCKIE
I'm telling you ma, Ronnle...

David and Judy give each other a look and mouth "Ronnie®, It's
the first time Chuckie has called him Ronnie.

CHUCKIE
Is lying in some warm place with
his arms wrapped around some
warm...

0.S. the front door slams. David, Judy, and Chuckie exit to
the foyer.

There stands a disheveled and haggard Ronnie. Ronnie has grass
and leaves on his rumpled clothing.

DAVID
{mischievously)
Big night, huh?

Ronnie nods.

JUDY
Wash up. Your buddies will be
here any minute.

Ronnie doesn’'t look too sure as he heads up the stairs.

DAVID
That ‘s my boy!

CHUCKIE
Qur boy!
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INT. RONNIE'S ROOM - LATER

Ronnie is wrapped in a towel, His hair is wet. Ronnie's on
the phone with his black book open. He's frantic.

RONNIE
He's got to be home. It's New
Year's day. Where the heck would
he be?
(beat)
Studying? He hasn't studied in
four years.

INT. RICKY'S KITCHEN

Ricky is in his underwear waving instructions to his MOTHER.

INT. MILLER LIVING ROOM - LATER

Judy, David and a depressed Chuckie watch TV. The £fo0od is
untouched. ,-

INT. RONNIE'S ROOM

A frustrated Ronnie still on the phone.

INT. JOHN'S HOUSE

John is in his bathrobe coaching his MOTHER, who has her hand
covering the mouthpiece.

JOHN'S MOTHER
I can't tell him you moved.

JOHN
Good point, Tell him I died.

INT. RONNIE'S ROOM -~ LATER

Ronnie slams the phone. He's frazzled. He gets an idea and
picks up the phone.

INT. KENNETH'S HOUSE.

The phone rings. Kenneth, Lester, Albert, Donald and the
Wurmans watch the games,. A tasty spread of subs, chips, sodas,
and chocolate cake adds to the fun. The phone rings again.
Kenneth answers 1lt.

(CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
(sounds like a
recording)
You have dialed a number that is
no longer in service. Please
check your directory and don't
call again.

INT. RONNIE'S ROOHM 13¢

Ronnie hangs up the phone. Rejected and dejected. He falls
on his bed.

INT. CINDY'S ROOM - LATE AFTERNOON 131

Mzrs. Mancini enters, her hand over a phone mouthpiece. Cindy
lays on her bed staring at the ceiling.

MRS. MANCINI
Patty again.

CINDY
I still don't feel 1ike talking

to anybody.

MRS. MANCINI
0.K. 1I'll add her to the list
with Ricky, Barbara, John, Iris
and Bobby.

INT. MILLER LIVING ROOM - LATE AFTERNbOH 13

A depressed Chuckie clears the untouched soda cans. David is
freezer wrapping the two huge, untouched subs., Judy stares at
the chococlate cake.

EXT. HIGH SCHOOL - MORNING 13

Ronnie lcoks up at the entrance of his high school. He summons
his strength and enters at the tail end of the morning rush.

INT. HIGH SCHOOL HALLWAY - LATER 13

Ronnie feels strange looks as he walks the halls, or is it his
imagination?

Ronnie stops. He faces the }cool' hallway. As he begins to
traverse the hall, the music and laughter fade. As he prepares
to say hello to each cluster of kids, they turn their backs.

(CONTINUED)
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John and Ricky pretend they are getting books. 1Iris rushes cff
to class. Patty and Barbara turn. Cindy turns, but continues
to watch Ronnie as he passes ocut of the hall.

Somehow Ronnie has kept his head up. He hears the music,
laughter and nolse crank up once he's exited the hall.

Ronnie approaches his locker. He stops as he sees $1000 in
Monopoly money glued to his locker. He hears some kids 0.5.
laughing. Ronnie removes the play money from his locker.

135 INT. CAFETERIA - LATER
Lunch time. Ronald exits the kitchen with a milk and a lunch
bag. As he makes his way down the aisle of tablas the cafeteria
quiets down. He looks at the 'cool' table and keeps walking.
Ronnie passes Xenneth and the nerd table. Ronald finally stops
at a table located in oblivion. It is occupied by a motley crew
of MISFITS. When Ronald sits, the Misfits get up and move.

A Jam packed cafeteria and Ronald is the only one to sit at a
table alone.

The 'cocl’ table. They sneak glances towards Ronald as they

eat.
RICKY
He's in Siberia.
JOHN
Even the mutants won't sit near
him, '
BARBARA

You know. I knew he was scammin'
us all along.

All nod in agreement with Barbara. Cindy, studying at the end
of the 'cool' table, overhears.

PATTY
Like he went from totally chic
to totally geek.

The 'cools' all nod in agreement again.
Quint takes brownies from Ricky and John. He kneads them.
The GCeek squad, Kenneth, Albert, Lester and Donald eating lunch.

LESTER
He's been banished.

(CONTINUED)
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ALBERT
He should have known that our kind
doesn't mix with their kind. Even
for a thousand bucks.

KENNETH
Our kind, thelr kind. It's all
B.S. He may be a leper now, but
he had the fast lane for four
months.

LESTER
Good point. $250 a month for
those cheerleaders is not an
unwise lnvestment.

ALBERT
But Ronald will be living the down
side risk for the next six months,.

They all nod in agreement.
Quint nonchalantly tosses a brownie over his shoulder.

Ronald unwraps a sub sandwich for lunch. A brownie molded to
look like a piece of shit smashes onto Ronald's table. He
manages to ignore the next one too.

BAMBI LEBROCK, (captain of the Girls Wrestling Team), stares
down at Recnald. She wears a GIRLS WRESTLING shirt. Ronald
looks up. '

BAMBI LEBROCK
Didn't you take economics. You
could of had me for $49.95!!!

Bambi LeBrock laughs and walks off. More laughter in the
background. Ronald tries to remain composed, but the laughter
is tco much as he gets up and briskly exits the cafeteria.

All the kids, including Cindy and Kenneth, watch Ronald leave.

INT. MOVIE THEATER LOBBY - NIGHT 13
Chuckie, David and Judy carry sodas, tubs of popcozn.

CHUCKIE
I can't believe he's turning down
a free movie.

DAVID
He hasn't gone out since New
Year's.

"(CONTINUED)
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JUDY
Studies come first when you'‘re
a senicr.

CHUCKIE
It's like the old Ronald's
returned from the dead. Woocoo.

Chuckle hums the Twilight Zcne theme.

INT. CLASSROOM - MORNING 137

Blology class. Kenneth observes Ronnie studiously taking notes
and paying absolute attention. He's into it.

BIOLOGY TEACHER (0.8.)
The quiz will cover every muscle.
From the levator scapulae to the
spinalis thoracis.

Kenneth looks outside. His POV; A girls gym class. He spots
Cindy Barbara and Patty. He stares at them until the bell
rings.

INT. SCHOOL - LATER _ 13e

A long empty hallway. Ronald enters. Cindy enters from the
other end. They see each other. Ronald tenses, slows, Cindy
looks down, slows. They are getting closer. Cindy logcks up.
Closer still. Ronald looks down. Closer, Twenty feet apart.
RING! The bell sounds. A massive classroom exodus fills the
hall. The wave carrles Cindy and Ronald past each other.
Ronald looks back at Cindy.

EXT. MILLER HOUSE ~ NIGHT 13¢

The house |s dark, except for one window.

INT. RONALD'S ROOM lq

He's in his room studying with various textbooks scattered
about. He puts down his chemistry book, rubs his eyes. He's
tired. Ronald picks another book off his nightstand. It i3

his high school yearbook. He opens to a dog-earred page. He
stares at a half page picture of Cindy Mancini in a cheerleader
pose. The tired Ronald takes off hls glasses and lays his head
down, on top of the picture of Cindy. He rolls over and reaches
for the phone.
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INT., MANCINI HOUSE -~ NIGHT ’ 141
Cindy is signaling Mrs. Mancini to £ay she's not home,.

MRS. MANCINI
I'l]l tell her you called again.

INT. RONALD'S ROOM J 142

A disappointed and frustrated Ronald hangs up the phone.

INT. MANCINI HOUSE 1413
Mrs. Mancini and Cindy in their kitchen.

MRS. MANCINI
First he's a geek. Then you spend
a lot of time with him. Now he's
4 geek again and you won't talk
to him. I don't even know what
a geek is?

CINDY
At the present time a geek is
Ronald Miller.

MRS, MANCINT
Who says?

CINDY
Society.

Cindy starts to exit. She stops.

MRS. MANCINI
iz socliety always right?

Cindy shrugs and leaves.

EXT. STREET - NIGHT 14

Ronald slouches iIn his father's car as he cruises past
Friendly's on a busy Saturday night. The 'cools' pack the
parking lot. Ricky, John and other jocks wear school baseball
uniforms., Ronald gets stuck at a red light directly in front
of the lot. He slouches out of sight.

EXT. FRIENDLY'S LOT : 14

Cindy stands with Barbara and Patty. They recognize Ronald's
car. However, they see no driver. smiles.

(CONTINUED)
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BARBARA
It's the nerdmobile.

PATTY
On automatic pilot! What a
wierdo. Like we're not supposed
to know he's spying on us in his
spazmobile.

CINDY
I coulid of sworn that some girls
I know got very comfortable in
that spazmobile.

This gets to Patty and Barbara, who suddenly divert their
attention elsewhere. Cindy watches the driverless car go
through the green light. The faintest of smiles on her face.

INT. VIDEO PARLOR - LATER . 14¢

Kenneth plays a video game. He notices Ronald's reflection in
the video glass. Uncomfortable silence.

RONALD
I thought that we could talk.

Silence, Kenneth continues to play.

RONALD
At least you could acknowledge
my existence. You don't think
this is easy for me.

KENNETH
{tuzrns)
It was easy for me to lose my best
friend? You walked all over me.
I was your friend and I 4did it
for free, no strings. MNo payoff.

RONALD
I know I was the total asshole
to you and thousands of others.
But it's you that 1 want to
straighten this out with.

KENNETH
You shit on my house!

Kenneth turns back to his video game. Ronald turns and slowly
walks out of the parlor. Kenneth watches him out of the corner
of his eye,
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INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY 147

Ronald following someone thru the semi~-crowded hallways. He
is no longer chastised by his fellow schoolmates. Now he is
merely ignored,

A determined Ronald keeps up with his prey thru the maze of
students and hallways. We now realize he is tracking Cindy.
He seems to be walting for her to be alone or isolated. Cindy
now picks up on Ronald and makes the tracking more difficult.
She apprcaches a Girls Room and enters. Ronald stops,
frustrated.

Ronald waits. The bell rings and a few GIRLS rush out of the
bathroom. No Cindy. Ronald looks both ways. The coast is

clear. He goes in.

INT. GIRLS BATHROOM _ 14t

Ronald surveys the room. He spots one pair of feet in a stall.
He addresses the stall.

RONALD
I'm truly sorry about having to
come in here. But I really wanted
to talk to you. 1I can't do it
in public and I can't ever get
you at home.

RONALD
I realize what a jerk I became.
All I ever did was think about
you. Always dreaming of being
part of your life. Then I got
that stupld idea and let it turn
me into something I'm not.

The toilet flushes. Ronald jumps back. The stall opens. It's
the big Mrs. Hagmer. She's fuming.

MRS. HAGHMER
You sure did, sicko pervertl

Ronnie is stunned. He tries to run for it, but Mrs. Hagmer
gets a hold of his ear and drags him from the Girls Room.

MRS. HAGHMER
I remember you. From the dance.
You morally depraved psycho.

RONALD
Qoowww! ]

Ronald is dragged from the room.
(CONTINUED)
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The stalls. A palr of feet come into view. The stall door
opens. It's Clilndy. She releases the alightest of laughs A
mere titter of pity for Ronald's bad luck.

EXT. CONVENIENCE STORE - AFTERNOON 149

Chuckle and his Buddles approach. Chucklie stops them. Their
POV; Cindy is in the storz2 looking at magazlnes.

CHUCKIE
You boys wait here. I qot to
check this chick out.

BUDDY
You know her?

CHUCKIE
She's practically my sister-in.
law.

The Buddies are impressed. Chuckie bops into the store.

INT. CONVENIENCE STORE : 15¢

Cindy peruses a Cosmo at the magazine rack. Chuckle
approaches. He picks up a 'Secldier of Fortune' magazine., Edges
closer to Cindy. He locks over his shoulder. His Buddles have
their faces pressed against the glass.

CHUCKIE
You nuked my brother.

CINDY
What?

CHUCKIE

You took him from geek status to
king status, to no status.

CINDY
Chuckie Miller?

Chuckie neds proudly. Cindy reaches into her pocket. Hands
him a guarter.

CINDY
Here. Buy some baseball cards
and act your age.

Clndy walks out. Leaving a stunned Chuckie.



151

EXT. CONVENIENCE STORE

101.

Chuckle's Buddles stand at attentlon as Cindy storms by.

RONALD'S ROOM -~ NIGHT

He lays on his bed staring blankly at the walls.

surrounded by bhooks. Chuckie anters,

Ronald isn't phased by Chuck.
of notebooks he sees the opened, dog-earred yearbook.

Cindy's picture. Chuckie grabs a notebook.

Ronald sits up.

CHUCKIE
I need to horrow your easay on
capital punishment. I'm bullding
a mini-electric chalr for show
n' tell. I'm geoing to fry a
Barble doll.

RONALD
Chuck. This i3 the lowest thing
I may ever do. But I need to ask
for your....advlce.

CHUCKIE
Moli?

RONALD
Suppose you wanted to talk to
somebody who didn't want to talk
to you. How would you get their
undivided attention?

CHUCKIE
Are we excluding felonies?
{Ron nods 'yes')
You have to get 'em trapped in
a sltuation where they have to
talk to you...In other words, get
'em hospitalized.

RONNIE
{confused)
Thanks Chuck. That was real
informative.

Chuckie is about to exit., He stops.

CHUCKIE
Good luck. And Ron, we all know
about the payoff thing.

Ronald slts uprlight.

(CONTINUED)

He's

As Chucklie reaches for a stack

He sees
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CONTINUED: 151
RONALD
Mom and dad?
{Chuckle nods ‘'yes')
Thanks for not bringing it up.
CHUCKIE
I Just 4l4d.
They smile at each other as Chuckle exits the room.
EXT. MANCINI HOUSE - SUNRISE 152
The early morning mist leaves a layer cf dew on the suburban
landscape. The only nolses are blrds chirping, a rabblt
hopping on the lawn. Total tranquility....
1S SHATTERED BY ROAR OF A POUNDING MOTOR!! The birds fly awvay,
the rabbit runs from this ear shattering noise. It is Ronald
Miller mowing the Mancini lawnt
INT. CINDY'S ROCOM 15:
Cindy ls awakened. She looks at the clock, 5:58 am! Clndy
looks out the window and sees Ronald on the mower.
EXT. MANCINI HOUSE -~ LATER _ 15«

Ronald is having a ball as he zig-zags the Mancinil lawn. Cindy
approaches him, wearing sweats. She's not pleased. Ronald
waves hello. Cindy signals him to cut the engine.

CINDY
My mom was calling the police
until I told her you had a
chemical imbalance and were
seeking psychiatric help.

RONNIE
You think 1l1'm nuts?

CINDY
No. Just deranged. I want an
explanation and I want it now.

RONALD
I Just wanted to talk to you.
Alone.

CINDY
Ever think of school eor the
telephone.

({CONTINUED)
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RONALD
Every time 1 tried you on the
phone you were either washing your
hair, taking a bath or out of the
country. I tried schcol and got
a month cf detention.

Cindy manages to heold back a smile.

CINDY
I heard about the girls room
thing. You seem to spend a lot
of your time in bathrooms.

Ronald understands her reference.

RONALD
Just hear me out. Please.

Cindy folds her arms and lets Ronald proceed.

RONALD
1 was so pissed at you New Year's
Eve. But now I realize you did
me a favor, T was becoming so
‘coel' that I became a jerk. I
lied to my parants, stopped caring
about school. I even shit on my
only tzue friend's housze.

Cindy reacts to this.

RONALD
Popularity created a monster.
Me...I want to thank you for what
you did. Bringing me back to
reality. Because reality is what
I do best.

Cindy shuffles her feet. She ls beginning to feel for
situation.

CINDY

I'm not proud of what happened.
I helped you change.

RONALD

All I wanted was to be close to
you. Then when I finally got
there it wasn't me anymore.

(pauses)
Cindy... I was hoplng that you
and ! could sort this out. The
real me and the real you.

{CONTINUED)
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CINDY
Not at six in the morning.

RONALD
I'll come back at eleven.

Cindy shuffles her feet. Ronnle hangs in anticipation.

CINDY

I1'll be washing my haiz...out of
the country.

Cindy turns and walks away. Ronald is accepting of defeat. He
goes to start the motor. Stops. Better not. He takes a deep
breath and starts to push the mower.

INT. CINDY'S ROOM - LATER

She peeks out her window at Ronald pushing his mower. 1It's a
sad sight. Cindy then looks down at the leather bound poetry
book that Ronald gave hezx, She picks up the book and a pen.
Cindy sits down on her bed.

INT. CAFETERIA - DAY

Jammed at lunchtime. Quint walks by a table of little
Sophomores boys. He spots a nice homemade sandwlch about to
enter a Sophomore's mouth. Quint snatches it. The Sophomore
bites his hand.

We pan to see the 'cools' sitting in their area. The nerds slit
in thelr place., Every table is crowded and allve, except one;
Ronald sits alone. Eating another sub sandwich. Mr. Webbly
and Mrs. Hagmer monitor the activity.

Ronald looks up to see Kenneth sitting with Patty in the ‘cool’
section. He's both surprlsed and !mpressed.

Cool area. Kenneth and Patty. A math book opened on the table.

KENNETH
The important thing is to get all
the fractions to their lowest
denominator. Then you can work
the varlables.

Patty trles 1t.

PATTY
Is that right?

(CONTINUED)
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KENNETH
Good job. One more.

Quint sits down with Ricky and John. The boys have their
baseball gloves and bats on the table. They see Kenneth and
Patty, but from their POV they can't see he's tutoring.

QUINT
Nerd alert. 1It's in our guadrant.

RICRY
Kenneth Wurman with Patty, no way!

JOHN
The chump has nerve entering the
wimp-free zone.

QUINT
This 1s bullshit. Kenneth
Worm-man is tryln' to pull a
Ronald McDonald Miller on us.
He's probably trying to pay her
off.

Quint gets up. Ricky and John try to wave him back down.

RICKY
Relax dude. He's harmless,.

QUINT
Fuck no! I'm sendin' him back
to the minor leagues.

Quint approaches Kenneth. He and Patty have closed their books.

PATTY
Thanks. I1'd still be lo=st without
your help.

KENNETH

No procblem. Just take your time
and follow the steps.

Kenneth gets up and turns to see the Quint towering over him.

‘ QUINT
What the hell you think you'rs
doin' over here weasold.

KENNETH
(nervous, shaking)
I was just helping her with some
math,

VICONTIHUED)

15%¢



156

106 -

CONTINUED: (2) 156
Most of the students have now spotted the confrontation.
QUINT
Bullshit! VYou're pulling a Ronald
Miller scam.
KENNETH
(confused, scared)
What?
Patty is too intimidated to intervene.

Cindy looks at John and Ricky to do something. They want no
part of this.

Ronald has been watching thls scene play out.

Albert, Lester and Donald would like to crawl under their table.

ALBERT ‘
I told him to stay cut of their
sectlion,.

LESTER

It's our school too.

ALBERT
Tell that to Rambo over there.

LESTER
Point well taken.

Mr. Webbly and Mrs. Hagmer are moving towards the trouble spot.
Renald puts his sandwich down and gets up.
Quint holds Kenneth by the shirt,

QUINT
I'm gonna send you back to
geeksville in a milk carton.

Quint picks Kenneth up by the shirt. Cindy looks to Ricky and.
Jehn.

CINDY
Do something.

Quint and Kenneth see Ronald approach. The place !s sllent.
All are watching. Quint lets Kenneth down, but centinuesa to
hold his shirt.

QUINT
Return of the living dread!

{CONTINUED)
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. RONALD
Why don't you lay off. He's not
hurtling anyone,

QUINT
Go back to where you belong
hosehead.

Ronald plicks a baseball bat off of Ricky and John's table.

Mr. Webbly stops Mrs. Haqmer from interfering.

7 RONALD
Take your hand off Kenneth or I'll
break your arm. Your pltching
arm.

QUINT
Don't make me laugh twerp.

RONALD ot
Let go... ,
(Quint doesn't let go}
Nowl

Ronald smashes the bat on the table, sending food £flylng.

Quint releases Xenneth. He takes Ronnle seriously,.

Quint eases;

RONALD _
You had a broken arm onCe before.
Remember? You £fell out of our
treehouse.

RONALD
Kenneth picked you up and we
carried you twelve blocks to the
hosplital.

KENNETH
Yea. You were crying all the way.

Ronnle shoots Kenneth a look. Don't blow this. Quint

remambers.

RONALD
We were all friends then. Good
friends. Remember? Now yocu want
to end his life because he's
talking to Patty on ‘'your' side
of the cafeteria. It's stupid.

(CONTINUED)
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Silence as they all liasten to Ronald.

RONALD
I know. Cause that's where I
wanted to be, your side, with your
crowd. But I messed up. I tried
to buy in.
{looks at Kenneth)
But Kenneth, he isn't buying

anybody. He's Jjust talking,
making friends.

Quint is wilting. Ronald drops thé bat.

RONALD
Cools. Nerds, Your side, my
side. It's total bullshit.
{Ronald calms) .
It's tough enough being yourself.
I oughta know.

Ronald's said enough. He walks out of the cafeteria, the crowd

of students making a path for him. He's made an impression on
all. From Iris to Albert, from Cindy to the Matronly Teacher.

Quint looks down at Kenneth. He extends his hand. They shake.

John claps.

Albert and Lester clap.

The whole cafeteria is clapping for Kenneth and Quint. And,
indirectly, Ronnie.

Cindy does not clap. She observes the 6vatlon Ronald has
caused.

INT. MILLER KITCHEN - DAY

Ve see a report card., Straight A's. Pull back to see Ronald's

name on it. A proud David magnets it to the fridge door. A
phone RINGS.

INT. RONALD'S ROOM

Chuckie and Ronald watch wrestling on Chucklie's portable TV.

They are eating sub sandwiches! We see the computer dlsk on
his desk. He got it!

(CONTINUED)
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: CHUCKIE
See that guy, the Cranium Crusher.
He welghs over 500 hundred pounds.
And that guy, Grubby Sleaznik,
he's never bathed or showered his
whole life.

Ronald doesn't buy that. But he shows interest,

RONALD
What's that thing with the mask?

Judy sticks her head in the door. She addresses Ronald,

JUpY
Mrs. Mancinl wants you to cut her
lawn. At a reasonable hour.

CHUCKIE
You can't expect a future Harvard
man to cut grass. 1I'l1 do it.

Ronald stops Chuckie. He gets up.

EXT. MARCINI LAWN - DAY 159

Ronald is mowing éway. He occasionally looks at the house.
No sign of Cindy.

A convertible holding Patty, Barbara and three gdod looking
COLLEGE GUYS pulls into the Mancinl driveway. Looks like a
triple date. They honk the horn.

Cindy comes out of her front door. Mrs. Mancini stops her on
tiie porch and hands Cindy some money.

Ronald watches Cindy walk towards him. He stops. Cindy smiles
and hands him the money. Ronald accepts it with a nod and a
smile.

Ronald continues cutting the lawn as he watches Cindy get in

the car. Patty and Barbara give him a token wave. He sees the
car take off. Ronald cuts around a long hedge. Ronald finishes
the last strip of grass and heads home on his mower.

Ronald exits the Mancini driveway and turns around a bunch of
trees. There stands Cindy, blocking his path. Ronald stops
his mower. :

They lcok at each other. They smile at each other.

Cindy gets on the mower and wraps her arms around Ronald. They
ride off into the sunset.......XxXxXXXX.

THE END



